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Stir up your power, and come!
Today we begin the season of Advent, which means “coming.”
Advent is a time of hope and expectation
when the Church prepares for the coming of Christ into our world—
in his birth at Christmas,
in word and sacrament each Sunday,
and in glory at the end of the ages.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Chorale Prelude on WACHET AUF
J.S. Bach

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS
We begin our worship
by freeing ourselves
from the baggage we
have carried around
this week.
It is liberating to admit
that we are not perfect
people, and to know
that we have a God
who loves and accepts
us unconditionally.

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not
welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn

GREETING
KYRIE
During the seasons of
Advent and Lent our
worship is more
meditative and
reflective. Instead the
Canticle of Praise
(“Glory to God” or
“This Is the Feast”) we
sing the Kyrie, which
means “Lord, heave
mercy.” Through
repentance we create
space in our heart to
receive Christ anew.

LIGHTING OF THE
ADVENT WREATH
The four candles of the
Advent wreath help us
mark time in this
season of waiting. Each
Sunday another candle
is lit as we sing this
prayer to welcome
Christ, the Light of the
World.

Prayer for the First Candle

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days
of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this
wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your
grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this
through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day
draws near.
Blessed be God forever.
Presider: We give you thanks, O God, for it is you who called forth

light, and you led your people Israel with wonders and
with signs.

Presider: For your mercy is our light and your compassion is our guide,

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Isaiah 64:1-9
This lament comes
from a people who
have had their hopes
shattered. The visions
of a rebuilt Jerusalem
and a renewed people
of God, spoken of in
Isaiah 40–55, have not
been realized. Instead,
the people experience
ruin, conflict, and
famine. This lament
calls God to account—
to be the God who has
brought deliverance in
the past.

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so
that the mountains would quake at your presence —as when fire
kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil — to make your
name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at
your presence!
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you
came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past
no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God
besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those
who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we
transgressed. We have
all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are
like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the
wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or
attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are
our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly
angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider,
we are all your people.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 80
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.

1. Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you
that are enthroned upon the cherubim. In the presence of Ephraim,
Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to help us.
2. Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
O Lord God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people
pray? You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them
bowls of tears to drink. You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. Restore us, O God of hosts; let your
face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
3. Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have
made so strong for yourself. And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name. Restore us, O Lord God
of Hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

SECOND READING
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
As the Christians in
Corinth await the
advent of Jesus, Paul
reminds them how the
Lord has already
enriched them through
spiritual gifts and will
continue to strengthen
them until the coming
day of the Lord.

GOSPEL

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of the
grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way
you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every
kind — just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among
you — so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for
the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to
the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.

Verse:

GOSPEL
Mark 13:24-37
In Advent we begin a
new church year and
new cycle of Sunday
readings in the
lectionary. This year
(Year B) most of our
gospel readings will
come from Mark.
Jesus encourages his
followers to look
forward to the day
when he returns in
power and glory to end
all suffering.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

Show us, Lord, your love; and grant us your salvation.

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said: But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be
falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with great
power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of
heaven.
From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch
becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is
near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that
he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not
pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you
do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.
Therefore, keep awake — for you do not know when the master of the
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And
what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake."
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY
We stand to proclaim
the word of God in
song.

Creator of the Stars of Night

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION
and THE LORD’S
PRAYER

With all who await the coming Savior, let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
After each petition:

Stir up your strength, O God.
Come to help us.
As we pray, we sing this refrain:

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

O Savior Rend the Heavens Wide
Michael Helman
O Savior, rend the heavens wide; come down, come down
with mighty stride;
Unlock the gates, the doors break down; unbar the way to heaven’s crown.
O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, when will our hearts behold your dawn?
O Sun, arise; without your light we grope in gloom and dark of night.
Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
Oh, come, lead us with mighty hand from exile to our promised land.
There shall we all our praises bring ever to you, our Savior King;
There shall we laud you and adore forever and forever more.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Be at peace. Prepare the way of the Lord!
Thanks be to God
Chorale Prelude on CONSOLATION
Charles Ore

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
At 11:30 AM (or shortly after worship concludes) you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us
on Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a free piece of
software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter meeting ID 884 8406 0366.
It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

Watch our Stewardship Video
Normally this time of year, members of our congregation share stories of how
the ministry of First Lutheran Church is meaningful to them and "why they give"
during worship. This year, with video being our main form of communication,
we have put together a stewardship video for your enjoyment! You'll hear from
Council Members, Pr. Jon, and be reminded of all the great things we are doing
together as a congregation even when we are apart. We hope that it helps you
pray and reflect as you consider your own giving to FLC in 2021!
Go to www.flc-lynn.org/video to watch!

Music notes
The prelude for today is J.S. Bach’s (1685-1750) organ setting the hymn Wachet Auf (Wake, Awake).
Phillip Nicolai (1556 – 1608) wrote both the text and tune of this hymn, which has long been one of
the traditional hymns for the First Sunday of Advent. This setting is taken from a collection of six
chorale preludes commonly referred to as the Schübler Chorales, in reference to the master engraver
(named on the title page) that Bach commissioned to engrave these pieces. All six of these pieces are
organ transcriptions of movements from Bach’s cantatas, the vast majority of which were not
published during Bach’s lifetime. The postlude is based on our hymn of the day, Creator of the Stars of
Night and was written by Gerald Near (b. 1942), an American composer. This melody, named Conditor
Alme Siderum (the first few words of the text in the original Latin), is a chant melody that was
composed sometime during the 7th century.

Wednesdays in Advent
Bible, Dinner, and Evening Prayer
December 2, 19, and 16
Why is it that the time of year meant to be the most
peaceful often feels the most stressful? Shopping, parties,
cooking, to-do lists — it’s easy to forget what it’s all
about in the first place. The season of Advent calls us to
slow down and prepare a space in our hearts to
welcome Jesus in all his love and goodness. You are invited to take a break in the midst of your busy
week for Advent Nights on Wednesday, December 2, 19, and 17.



At 7:00 PM we gather on Zoom for an informal conversation on some Advent Bible readings.
These will be shared online during the session—you do not need a booklet to follow along.
After supper at 7:45 PM we will have a quiet, relaxing service of evening prayer on Zoom
with beautiful music lasting about 30 minutes. Those who attend these services find them calm
and beautiful.

You are welcome to come for as little or as much of these gatherings as you’d like!
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We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation,
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As stewards of God’s creation, we use only 100% recycled paper for our worship bulletins,
which saves trees, reduces solid waste, conserves water, saves energy and reduces emissions
of greenhouse gases. When you are finished with this bulletin, please do your part by
recycling it again.
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