SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
First Lutheran Church, Lynn, MA
December 6, 2020

John the Baptist calls people to repent, to clear the decks,
to completely reorder their lives so that nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming.
The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical call:
the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent;
the promise that the coming one will be gentle with the little ones.
Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John,
to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!”
We say it to one another in worship,
in order to say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Partita on FREU DICH SEHR
Georg Böhm

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS
We begin our worship
by freeing ourselves
from the baggage we
have carried around
this week.
It is liberating to admit
that we are not perfect
people, and to know
that we have a God
who loves and accepts
us unconditionally.

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not
welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

GREETING
KYRIE
During the seasons of
Advent and Lent our
worship is more
meditative and
reflective. Instead the
Canticle of Praise
(“Glory to God” or
“This Is the Feast”) we
sing the Kyrie, which
means “Lord, heave
mercy.” Through
repentance we create
space in our heart to
receive Christ anew.

LIGHTING OF THE
ADVENT WREATH
The four candles of the
Advent wreath help us
mark time in this
season of waiting. Each
Sunday another candle
is lit as we sing this
prayer to welcome
Christ, the Light of the
World.

Presider: We give you thanks, O God, for it is you who called forth

light, and you led your people Israel with wonders and
with signs.

Presider: For your mercy is our light and your compassion is our guide,

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Isaiah 40:1-11
In grand, flowing,
poetic lines, the
prophet announces
that the exile of God’s
people in Babylon is
over. God will deliver
Israel and will care for
her as a shepherd cares
for the sheep. This
word can be trusted,
because the only
enduring reality in life
is the word of God.

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly
to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her
penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for
all her sins.
A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley
shall be lifted up, and LORD mountain and hill be made low; the
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then
the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."
A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All
people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The
grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows
upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower
fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!"
See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry
them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 85
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.

1. I will hear what the Lord God speaks; he speaks of peace for his people
and his faithful. His salvation is near for those who fear him, and his
glory will dwell in our land.
2. Merciful love and faithfulness have met; justice and peace have kissed.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth, and justice look down from
heaven.
3. Also the Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its
increase. Justice will march before him, and guide his steps on the way.

SECOND READING
2 Peter 3:8-15a
This short letter deals
with pressing concerns
regarding the final
advent of Jesus,
especially concerns
that could arise over its
apparent delay. The
author of the letter calls
on Christians to
anticipate the promised
coming of the Lord
through conduct
dedicated to God.

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.
The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but
is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then
the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will
be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it
will be disclosed.
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort
of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness,
waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements
will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for
new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things,
strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and
regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.

Verse:

GOSPEL
Mark 1:1-8
The Gospel of Mark
does not begin with a
story of Jesus’ birth but
with the voice of one
crying out in the
wilderness: Prepare the
way of the Lord.

Show us Lord your love, and grant us your salvation.

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight,'"
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going
out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed,
"The one who is stronger than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
We stand to proclaim
the word of God in
song.

Comfort, Comfort Now My People

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION
and THE LORD’S
PRAYER

With all who await the coming Savior, let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
After each petition:

O God, be gracious to us:
In mercy, restore us.
As we pray, we sing this refrain:

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Thou Shalt Know Him
Mark Sirett
Thou shalt know him when he comes,
Not by any din of drums,
Nor his manners, nor his airs,
Nor by anything he wears.
Thou shalt know him when he comes,
Not by a crown nor by a gown,
But his coming known shall be,
By the holy harmony
Which his coming makes in thee.
Thou shalt know him when he comes.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING
SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

Prepare the Royal Highway

Be at peace. Prepare the way of the Lord!
Thanks be to God
Partita on FREU DICH SEHR
Georg Böhm

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
At 11:30 AM (or shortly after worship concludes) you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us
on Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a free piece of
software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter meeting ID 884 8406 0366.
It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

Watch our Stewardship Video
Normally this time of year, members of our congregation share stories of how
the ministry of First Lutheran Church is meaningful to them and "why they give"
during worship. This year, with video being our main form of communication,
we have put together a stewardship video for your enjoyment! You'll hear from
Council Members, Pr. Jon, and be reminded of all the great things we are doing
together as a congregation even when we are apart. We hope that it helps you
pray and reflect as you consider your own giving to FLC in 2021!
Go to www.flc-lynn.org/video to watch!

Music notes
Both today’s prelude and postlude are movements from Georg Böhm’s (1661 – 1733) partita on
Freu Dich Sehr, the melody of our hymn of the day, Comfort, Comfort, Now my People. Böhm, a
German organist and composer, is thought to have been the “inventor” of the partita – a
collection of short pieces all based on the same melody. Though this is similar in theory to a set
of variations, in a partita the individual movements can be of varying length, while the
movements in a set of variations are all the same length. Böhm’s music is similar to Bach’s in
many ways, though it is less disciplined (more likely to break the “rules” of the day) and more
“rustic.” Böhm lived and worked in the northern part of Germany and was one of the most wellknown and respected organists of his time. Many scholars believe that J.S. Bach studied with
Böhm for a time, and while that has yet to be proven, there is some surviving correspondence
between the two musicians, so they were at least acquainted.

Wednesdays in Advent
Bible Conversation and Evening Prayer
December 2, 19, and 16
Why is it that the time of year meant to be the most
peaceful often feels the most stressful? Shopping, parties,
cooking, to-do lists — it’s easy to forget what it’s all
about in the first place. The season of Advent calls us to
slow down and prepare a space in our hearts to
welcome Jesus in all his love and goodness. You are invited to take a break in the midst of your busy
week for Advent Nights on Wednesday, December 2, 19, and 17.



At 7:00 PM we gather on Zoom for an informal conversation on some Advent Bible readings.
These will be shared online during the session—you do not need a booklet to follow along.
At 7:45 PM we will have a quiet, relaxing service of evening prayer on Zoom with beautiful
music lasting about 30 minutes. Those who attend these services find them calm and beautiful.

You are welcome to come for as little or as much of these gatherings as you’d like!

Check out our two registries:
MY REGISTRY.COM:
https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/havenproject2020
AMAZON WISH LIST:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ITSZLH3X6IGZ?ref_=wl_share
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We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation,
welcoming and serving all people.

As stewards of God’s creation, we use only 100% recycled paper for our worship bulletins,
which saves trees, reduces solid waste, conserves water, saves energy and reduces emissions
of greenhouse gases. When you are finished with this bulletin, please do your part by
recycling it again.
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