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“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians.
Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that
God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy.
“All God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual.
It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes,
clothes we are happy to wear.
We receive that robe in baptism,
and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Variations on PUER NOBIS
Franklin Ashdown

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS
We begin our worship
by freeing ourselves
from the baggage we
have carried around
this week.
It is liberating to admit
that we are not perfect
people, and to know
that we have a God
who loves and accepts
us unconditionally.

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not
welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

GREETING
KYRIE
During the seasons of
Advent and Lent our
worship is more
meditative and
reflective. Instead of
the Canticle of Praise
(“Glory to God” or
“This Is the Feast”) we
sing the Kyrie, which
means “Lord, heave
mercy.” Through
repentance we create
space in our heart to
receive Christ anew.

LIGHTING OF THE
ADVENT WREATH
The four candles of the
Advent wreath help us
mark time in this
season of waiting. Each
Sunday another candle
is lit as we sing this
prayer to welcome
Christ, the Light of the
World.

Prayer for the Third Candle

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath,
strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s coming in glory.
Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in
need. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and
whose day draws near.
Blessed be God forever.
Presider: We give you thanks, O God, for it is you who called forth

light, and you led your people Israel with wonders and
with signs.

Presider: For your mercy is our light and your compassion is our guide,

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Though the people had
returned to Jerusalem
from exile in Babylon,
they continued to face
hardship and
oppression. In the
language of the jubilee
year described in
Leviticus 25, the
prophet, moved by the
spirit of God,
announces deliverance
for those who are
oppressed and comfort
for those who mourn.

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has
anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to
provide for those who mourn in Zion —
to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the
LORD, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they
shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined
cities, the devastations of many generations. For I the LORD love
justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their
descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring
among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are
a people whom the LORD has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in
my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and
praise to spring up before all the nations.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 126
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.

1. When the Lord brought home our treasure, all delights were like a
dream; In defeat, a shout of vict’ry; In the sand, a flowing stream.

The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.

2. Mouths that once were parched with anguish now with shouts of joy are
filled; Laughter now displaces sadness for the goodness God has willed.

SECOND READING

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do
not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test
everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may
your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and
he will do this.

1 Thessalonians
5:16-24
Paul concludes his
letter to the
Thessalonians by
encouraging them to
live lives of continual
joy, prayer, and
thanksgiving. The
closing blessing is
grounded in the hope
of Christ’s coming.

GOSPEL

3. Bring us back to former glory, lost through years of exile’s pain;
Generations long forgotten seek God’s favor to regain.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.

Verse:

GOSPEL
John 1:6-8, 19-28
John’s gospel describes
Jesus as the “light of
the world.” John the
Baptist is presented as
a witness to Jesus, one
who directs attention
away from himself to
Christ, the true light.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

The Spirit of the LORD is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light.
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" He confessed
and did not deny it, but confessed, "I am not the Messiah." And they
asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you
the prophet?" He answered, "No." Then they said to him, "Who are
you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?" He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" as the prophet Isaiah
said.
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him,
"Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah,
nor the prophet?" John answered them, "I baptize with water. Among
you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after
me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal." This took place
in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY
We stand to proclaim
the word of God in
song.

Christ, Be Our Light

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION
and THE LORD’S
PRAYER

With all who await the coming Savior, let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
After each petition:

We pray for the church:
Mighty Savior, come and save us.
As we pray, we sing this refrain:

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

God of Still Waiting
Alfred Fedak
God of still waiting, God of deep longing, God of true rest:
hold us in fathomless peace, guard us with unwaning love.
Spirit of promise, Spirit of purpose, Spirit of ceaseless prayer:
Bath us in life full and free, kindle our wonder and hope.
Word who comes to us, Word who lives with us,
Word who disturbs and heals:
Silence our chattering fears, waken our unconscious faith.
Word true and faithful, hope-bringing Spirit, God of enfolding love:
Come in your fulness and grace, work through our lives for your praise.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING
SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

Hark, the Glad Sound!

Be at peace. Prepare the way of the Lord!
Thanks be to God
Chorale Prelude on PUER NOBIS
Gerald Near

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
At 11:30 AM (or shortly after worship concludes) you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us
on Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a free piece of
software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter meeting ID 884 8406 0366.
It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

It’s time to return your pledge cards!
Our congregational leadership is in the process of developing
a budget for 2021. Your financial pledges are crucial for
our leaders to plan accurately and be good stewards
of our resources.
You should also have received a letter in the mail and a pledge card inviting you to consider your giving to the
ministry of our congregation in the new year. Please return your pledge card (or complete it online) as
soon as possible!

Music notes
Both the Prelude and Postlude for today are based on the melody of the Gathering Hymn, On Jordan’s
Bank the Baptist’s Cry. The Prelude was written Franklin Ashdown, an American organist and composer,
as well as a medical doctor. The Postlude was written by Gerald Near (b. 1942) who is widely
considered to be one of the finest living composers of sacred music. The text of this hymn was written
by Charles Coffin (1676-1749) in Latin (at that time, still the language of scholarship and the Roman
Catholic liturgy) for inclusion in the Paris Breviary, a hymnal for the French Church. During the 19th
century, it was translated to English by John Chandler for inclusion in the hymnal Hymns of the Primitive
Church. Chandler mistakenly assumed that the text was from the medieval church because it was
written in Latin, even though it was less than a century old at the time.

Wednesdays in Advent
Bible Conversation and Evening Prayer
December 2, 19, and 16
Why is it that the time of year meant to be the most
peaceful often feels the most stressful? Shopping, parties,
cooking, to-do lists — it’s easy to forget what it’s all
about in the first place. The season of Advent calls us to
slow down and prepare a space in our hearts to
welcome Jesus in all his love and goodness. You are invited to take a break in the midst of your busy
week for Advent Nights on Wednesday, December 2, 19, and 17.



At 7:00 PM we gather on Zoom for an informal conversation on some Advent Bible readings.
These will be shared online during the session—you do not need a booklet to follow along.
At 7:45 PM we will have a quiet, relaxing service of evening prayer on Zoom with beautiful
music lasting about 30 minutes. Those who attend these services find them calm and beautiful.

You are welcome to come for as little or as much of these gatherings as you’d like!

This year we are marking the days of Advent by posting a photo a day on Facebook! You are
encouraged to look for something that represents each of these Advent words and take a picture of it
with your camera or phone, and then post it to our church Facebook page with the hashtag
#flcadvent! Even though we mostly at home, there are signs of God's presence all around us in our
daily lives and in nature. And it will be one more way to connect during this isolated time!

Check out our two registries:
MY REGISTRY.COM:
https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/havenproject2020
AMAZON WISH LIST:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ITSZLH3X6IGZ?ref_=wl_share
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We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation,
welcoming and serving all people.

As stewards of God’s creation, we use only 100% recycled paper for our worship bulletins,
which saves trees, reduces solid waste, conserves water, saves energy and reduces emissions
of greenhouse gases. When you are finished with this bulletin, please do your part by
recycling it again.
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