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God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne.
The angel tells Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus.
She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy,
but she is able still to say, “Count me in.”
We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is executed
still find it a mystery hard to fathom,
but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and say,
“Count us in.”

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS
We begin our worship
by freeing ourselves
from the baggage we
have carried around
this week.
It is liberating to admit
that we are not perfect
people, and to know
that we have a God
who loves and accepts
us unconditionally.

Chorale Prelude on NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND
Dietrich Buxtehude
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not
welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Savior of the Nations, Come

GREETING
KYRIE
During the seasons of
Advent and Lent our
worship is more
meditative and
reflective. Instead of
the Canticle of Praise
(“Glory to God” or
“This Is the Feast”) we
sing the Kyrie, which
means “Lord, heave
mercy.” Through
repentance we create
space in our heart to
receive Christ anew.

LIGHTING OF THE
ADVENT WREATH
The four candles of the
Advent wreath help us
mark time in this
season of waiting. Each
Sunday another candle
is lit as we sing this
prayer to welcome
Christ, the Light of the
World.

Prayer for the Fourth Candle

We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath,
open our eyes to see your presence in the lowly ones of this earth.
Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent among
us in the Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose
coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Blessed be God forever.
Presider: We give you thanks, O God, for it is you who called forth

light, and you led your people Israel with wonders and
with signs.

Presider: For your mercy is our light and your compassion is our guide,

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Instead of David
building a house
(temple) for God, God
promises to establish
David’s house
(dynasty) forever.
Centuries later, after
the Babylonian exile,
no king sat on the
throne. Even then,
however, the people of
Israel remembered this
promise and continued
to hope for a king, the
messiah, God’s
anointed.

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had
given him rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the
prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark
of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you
have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go
and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to
build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved
about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any
of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my
people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”
Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the
Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to
be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever
you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I
will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the
earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant
them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the
time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you
rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the
Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be
made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Luke 1:46b-55
Today’s “psalm” is
actually Mary’s song of
praise, known as the
Magnificat. It is sung
today as we hear in the
gospel reading of her
willingness to be the
mother of the Lord.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.

1. My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God,
my Savior, for he has looked upon his lowly servant. From this day all
generations will call me blessed.
2. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. He has
mercy on those who fear him, in ev’ry generation.
3. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away
empty. He has come to the help of his servant Israel for he has
remembered his promise of mercy.

SECOND READING
Romans 16:25-27
Paul closes his letter to
the Romans by praising
God because, in the
proclamation of the
gospel of Jesus Christ,
God has revealed the
promised, divine plan
of salvation for all
humanity. Paul
proclaims this gospel of
Christ in order to bring
about the obedience of
faith among all nations.

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my
gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now
disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all
the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring
about the obedience of faith—to the only wise God, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.

Verse:

GOSPEL
Luke 1:26-38
In this annunciation,
Luke makes clear that
God comes with good
news for ordinary
people from little
known places. This
king will not be born to
royalty in a palace, but
to common folk in a
stall. Here Luke
highlights the role of
the Spirit, a special
emphasis in this gospel.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

Here I am, the servant | of the Lord;
let it be with me according | to your word.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a
town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.
And he came to her and said, “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with
you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will
be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a
virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing
will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then
the angel departed from her.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY
We stand to proclaim
the word of God in
song.

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

With all who await the coming Savior, let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION
and THE LORD’S
PRAYER

PEACE

After each petition:

Hear our prayer, O God:
Come and save us soon.
As we pray, we sing this refrain:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
In the Stillness
Arlen Clarke

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

In the stillness of our darkness, in the shadows of the night;
Earth is waiting for the promise, longing for the coming light.
Once before he came in blessing, still he comes, our hearts to win;
Come, Lord Jesus, come in glory; let your heav’n on earth begin.
Come, Almighty, to deliver, let us all thy grace receive;
Suddenly return, and never, never more our presence leave.
Light of Light shine through our darkness, turn our night to radiant day;
Come, Lord Jesus, come in glory, open all our hearts to praise.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
BLESSING

The One who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely, I am coming soon.’
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus.
May almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Be at peace. Prepare the way of the Lord!
Thanks be to God
Chorale Prelude on VENI EMMANUEL
Charles Ore

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
At 11:30 AM (or shortly after worship concludes) you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack
and join us on Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use
video chat, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may
need to install a free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 2056099 and enter meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will
allow us to check in!

It’s time to return your pledge cards!
Our congregational leadership is in the process of
developing a budget for 2021. Your financial pledges
are crucial for our leaders to plan accurately and
be good stewards of our resources.
You should also have received a letter in the mail and a pledge card inviting you to consider your giving
to the ministry of our congregation in the new year. Please return your pledge card (or
complete it online) as soon as possible!

Music notes
The prelude for today is based on the melody of our gathering hymn, Savior of the Nations, Come. The
first version of the text of this hymn, which was written in Latin, is attributed to Ambrose of Milan
(340-397), with Martin Luther (1483-1546) translating it to German (and expanding upon it) in 1524.
This German version was later translated to English into the hymn that we are singing today – a hymn
that has been sung, in one form or another, for almost 1,700 years. The postlude, which was written
by a contemporary American organist and composer, is based on the melody of our hymn, O Come,
O Come, Emmanuel. The text of this hymn first appeared the hymnal Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum
that was published in Köln in 1710. However, this text was based on the “Great O Antiphons,” the
origins of which can be traced back to the 9th century. These refrains, each of which are based around
a description of Jesus that can be found in scripture, would be used as antiphons (a refrain sung before
and after) to the Magnificat (the Song of Mary) at Evening Prayer during the days leading up to
Christmas.

The Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Eve
Online Service of the Word by Candlelight
Available beginning at 4:00 PM on December 24
Cozy up by the tree, the fire, or wherever the merriest place in your
home is to celebrate our Savior’s birth!

Virtual "Silent Night" for Christmas Eve
One of the most treasured parts of our Christmas Eve
service is our tradition of gathering in a circle in the
candlelit sanctuary and singing "Silent Night" together.
Because we cannot gather in-person this year, we are
trying to put together a "virtual" Silent Night that will be
shared as part of our online worship!

If you feel up to singing:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Click here to bring up a YouTube video which is a recording of David playing "Silent Night"
and Jill singing along, with the words and music superimposed.
Practice singing along with the music.
Connect headphones to your computer or device so you can listen to the audio as you sing
along.
Light a candle and hold it within the camera's view
Record yourself (with your phone or computer) singing along as you listen to the audio track
through your headphones.
Send the recording to Pr. Jon at pastor@flclynn.org or text it to 978-395-1390.

If this sounds like way too much:
1.

Simply take a picture of you or your family holding lit candles together, and send it
to pastor@flclynn.org

We would like to have as many pictures of people holding candles as possible!
Through a little bit of computer magic, we hope to have something special to add our service!

Check out our two registries:
MY REGISTRY.COM:
https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/havenproject2020
AMAZON WISH LIST:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ITSZLH3X6IGZ?ref_=wl_share
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We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation,
welcoming and serving all people.

As stewards of God’s creation, we use only 100% recycled paper for our worship bulletins,
which saves trees, reduces solid waste, conserves water, saves energy and reduces emissions
of greenhouse gases. When you are finished with this bulletin, please do your part by
recycling it again.
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