ALL SAINTS DAY

First Lutheran Church, Lynn, MA
November 1, 2020

All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God,
living and dead,
who are the body of Christ.
As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many northern regions,
the readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in Christ
and whose baptism is complete.
At the Lord’s table we gather with the faithful of every time and place,
trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled
and that all tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Meditation on MISSISSIPPI
Nancy Raabe

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, let us turn again to God,
confessing the truth about ourselves.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we come before you, beloved but broken.
We have not always treated others
as we would want them to treat us.
We have not always been kind to ourselves.
We have not always taken care of the world
we share with other living creatures.
Remind us of who we are: beloved children bathed in your love.
Renew us by your Spirit to live as healers and reconcilers,
of the world you so love. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

O God, Our Help In Ages Past

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In autumn, our liturgy
comes from Setting
One in Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, our
red hymnal. Traditional
yet bright and fresh, it
was composed in 2005
and has become
quickly beloved
because of its beauty
and ease of singing.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Revelation 7:9–17
The book of Revelation
is written to seven
churches in western
Asia Minor during a
time of great
oppression. Today’s
reading is a response to
the question asked in
6:17: “Who is able to
stand?” The writer
gives the faithful the
assurance of God’s
protection and a vision
of victory.

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in
white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud
voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the
throne, and to the Lamb!”
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before
the throne and worshiped God, singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to
our God forever and ever! Amen."
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these,
robed in white, and where have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir,
you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are
before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his
temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike
s scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne
them, nor any
will be their ishepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water
s will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
of life, and God
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The word of :the Lord.
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Acts 1:6-14

PSALM
Psalm 34
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.

1. Unto the Lord my praise I sing, God’s goodness ever bless;
The proud convictions of my soul speak out God’s righteousness.

The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.

3. O taste and see, the Lord is good! How blest are they who trust,
for those who know God’s steadfast love, they walk among the just.

SECOND READING

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be
called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world
does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do
know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see
him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves,
just as he is pure.

1 John 3:1-3
A saint is one who has
been set apart by God
for God’s purposes.
God, out of divine
love, set us apart to be
the children of God.
Our holy hope is that
we shall see God as
God really is.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

2. Come, magnify the Lord with me! Together sign God’s praise,
whose presence overcomes all fear, whose glory lights our days.

4. How great the trials the faithful bear, yet greater is God’s will,
that from the threat’ning chill of death God’s truth redeems us still.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
Matthew 5:1-12
In the Beatitudes, Jesus
provides a unique
description of those
who are blessed with
God’s favor. His
teaching is surprising
and shocking to those
who seek wealth,
fame, and control over
others.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and
after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak,
and taught them, saying:
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

NICENE CREED

Sing With All The Saints In Glory

NICENE CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

With the whole church, let us confess our faith:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

COMMEMORATION
OF THE FAITHFUL
DEPARTED

Let us remember with love and gratitude all
the saints before God.
A brief silence.

Jesus says, Take my yoke upon you,
and learn from me; for I am gentle and
humble in heart,
And you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
And you will find rest for your souls.
The cantor sings:

Give rest, O Christ your servants with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.
We all sing the refrain:

The names of those who have died in the past year are read, and a bell is
tolled after each.
The cantors then sing:

You alone, O God, are immortal, the creator and maker of all that
breathes; and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth we shall
return. For when we were created, you said, “You are dust, and to dust
you shall return.”

We all sing the refrain:

The minister concludes:

You are the hope of all creation, merciful God, and we lift our prayers
to you, trusting in the name that is above every name, Jesus Christ, our
Savior.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION and
THE LORD’S
PRAYER
PEACE

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

After each petition:

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart
David Greatrix
Lord, thee I love with all my heart;
I pray thee, ne’er from me depart, with tender mercy cheer me.
Earth has no pleasure I would share,
Yea, heav’n itself were void and bare if thou, Lord, were not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break, my trust in thee can nothing shake.
Thou art the portion I have sought; thy precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord,
Forsake me not! I trust thy word.
Lord, let at last thine angels come,
To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home that I may die unfearing;
And in its narrow chamber keep
My body safe in peaceful sleep until thy reappearing.
And then from death awaken me that these mine eyes with joy may see
O Son of God, thy glorious face, my Savior and my fount of grace.
Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend,
And I will praise thee without end!

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
BLESSING

For All the Saints

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
Meditation on SINE NOMINE
Sylvia Oines

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
At 12:00 PM (or shortly after worship concludes) you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack
and join us on Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use
video chat, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may
need to install a free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 2056099 and enter meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will
allow us to check in!

Thanksgiving Donate-a-Dinner
For many years our congregation has had a tradition of collecting donations
of food and gift cards for Greater Lynn Senior Services so that elderly
families in need can have a Thanksgiving meal with all of the trimmings.
This year because of health precautions, GLSS has asked that we
collect gift cards only so that families can purchase their own
food.
This year, Steve Oman secured a Thrivent Action Team grant of $250
which should cover the cost of the turkeys. Additional cash or check donations will then be used to purchase gift
cards for the rest of the items.

If you would like to make a contribution, please send a check with "Thanksgiving Dinners" in
the memo or cash to the church office by Sunday, November 22!

Music notes
The prelude, written by the contemporary American composer Nancy Raabe is based on our hymn
Sing With All the Saints in Glory. This hymn tune, MISSISSIPPI, is a relatively new tune, composed for this
hymn text which is much older. The postlude, written by Sylvia Oines, is based on the melody of our
sending hymn, For All the Saints. This hymn tune was written by the English composer R. V. Williams
(1872 – 1958) for inclusion in the English Hymnal, which was published in 1906, a hymnal of which he
was also the editor. Prior to this, this text had been sung to a different tune. The name of this hymn
tune, SINE NOMINE, is a Latin phrase that means “without name,” a reference to this hymn’s primary
use on All Saints Day, a day when all saints from all times and places are remembered, rather than one
specific saint. This tune has been described as one of the finest hymn tunes written during the 20th
century.
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We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation,
welcoming and serving all people.

As stewards of God’s creation, we use only 100% recycled paper for our worship bulletins,
which saves trees, reduces solid waste, conserves water, saves energy and reduces emissions
of greenhouse gases. When you are finished with this bulletin, please do your part by
recycling it again.
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