VESPERS
Thursday, May 21, 2020
The Ascension of Our Lord
In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit
will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not gaze up into
heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and
share the Easter feast.

SERVICE OF LIGHT

We give you thanks…
…now and forever.

PSALM 141

PSALM 47

Verses (cantors):
1. Clap your hands, O faithful people! Shout to God a song of praise! From the dust of
conquered nations, God a realm of grace shall raise. To God’s name forever faithful, may
we prosper all our days.
2. With a shout, and blast of trumpet, God shall mount a throne on high; let our praise, as
finest incense, rise to meet God in the sky. Fill the world with glad rejoicing, heav’n shall
sing, and earth reply.
3. Let your hearts be filled with gladness, as the Lord your life shall bless; live as heirs of God’s
great justice, wear the cloak of righteousness. God will grant us earth’s dominion, all things
good, and nothing less.

READING

Acts 1:1-11

Luke writes: In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught
from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering Jesus
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty
days and speaking about the dominion of God. While staying with them, Jesus ordered
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said,
“is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by divine authority. But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they
were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They
said, “You Galileans, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
REFLECTION
A time of silence follows the reflection.

MARY’S SONG (THE MAGNIFICAT)
I am ascending to my Father and your Father.
I go to my God and your God.

THE LITANY

The litany concludes:

Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far above all heavens
that he might fill all things. Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he promised, he abides
with us on earth to the end of time, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN

