FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
St. John, apostle and evangelist
First Lutheran Church, Lynn, MA
December 27, 2020

As on the first day of creation, on this third day of Christmas
the Word illumines the world, shining forth to bring all things into being.
Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh
to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now.
Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth,
along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ,
we declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed
by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore!
Today, December 27, is also the festival day of St. John,
an apostle of Jesus and author of the fourth gospel.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Berceuse
Louis Vierne

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS
We begin our worship
by freeing ourselves
from the baggage we
have carried around
this week.
It is liberating to admit
that we are not perfect
people, and to know
that we have a God
who loves and accepts
us unconditionally.

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
Love from the beginning, Word made flesh, Breath of heaven.
Amen.
Let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another,
trusting in God’s endless mercy and love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,
we confess that we are not perfect.
We have said and done things we regret.
We have tried to earn your redeeming grace,
while denying it to others.
We have resisted your call to be your voice in the world.
Forgive us, loving God.
Give us your righteousness,
the strength to put aside our failures,
and the courage to try again. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!

GREETING
CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
During the seasons of
Christmas and
Epiphany, our canticle
of praise is the song of
the angels from Luke’s
gospel on the first
Christmas night:
“Glory to God in the
highest, and peace to
God’s people on
earth!”

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31
When the world was
brought into being
through the voice of
God, God created
humankind in his own
image.

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the
deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that
the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according
to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon
the earth.”
So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding
seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in
its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth,
and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for
food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 98
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.

1. O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked wonders. His right
hand and his holy arm have brought salvation.
2. The Lord has made known his salvation, has shown his deliverance to
the nations. He has remembered his merciful love and his truth for the
house of Israel.
3. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Shout to the
Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song, and sing out your praise.
4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the sound of
song. With trumpets and the sound of the horn, raise a shout before the
King, the Lord.

SECOND READING
Hebrews 1:1-4
This letter opens with a
lofty declaration of
Jesus’ preeminent
status as the Son
through whom God
created the world and
through whom our sins
are cleansed. God
speaks to us now
through the Son, who
is exalted even above
the angels.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various
ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also
created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact
imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful
word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.
Verse:

GOSPEL
John 1:1-14
The prologue to the
Gospel of John
describes Jesus as the
Word of God made
flesh, the one who
reveals God to be “full
of grace and truth.”

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
and the fullness of his message live within you.

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the
will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and
truth.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY
We stand to proclaim
the word of God in
song.

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

NICENE CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

With all who rejoice in the Savior’s birth, let us confess our faith:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION
and THE LORD’S
PRAYER

After each petition:

We pray for the ________, gracious God:
In mercy, redeem the world.
As we pray, we sing this refrain:

PEACE
OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Still Shining in the Holy Light
Glenn Rudolph
One starlight eastern night angelic heralds sang;
On trembling shepherds shone a light while heav’n with music rang
That holy night they knew that God was near.
But in the roar and glare of our world’s crowded life;
Its tumult, strain and anxious care, its fear and cruel strife;
How hard it is to know that God is near.
Yet when the Son of God lay in a manger bare,
A heedless crowd around him trod and saw no glory there.
They knew it not, but God was very near.
Then grant us, Lord, the sight thy glory now to trace
Still shining in the holy light of Christ our Savior’s face;
In him to find thy presence always here.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING
SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

Joy to the World

Be at peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God
Noël
Louis-Claude Daquin

Check out our two registries:
MY REGISTRY.COM:
https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/havenproject2020
AMAZON WISH LIST:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ITSZLH3X6IGZ?ref_=wl_share

MUSIC NOTES
Today’s prelude, a berceuse (lullaby), is taken from Louis Vierne’s (1870 – 1937) collection 24
Pièces en Style Libre (24 pieces in the Free Style). Vierne was a French organist and composer
who held the position of principal organist at the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris (one of the
most prestigious organ positions in Europe) from 1900 until his death in 1937. Vierne wrote this
collection, which contains a piece written in each of the 24 chromatic keys, with practicality in
mind – the pieces are all relatively short (2 – 5 minutes) and are suitable for use during the
various parts of the service. Today’s postlude was written by Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772),
also a French organist and composer. It comes from his collection of Noels, or Christmas Music,
most of which are based on Christmas carols that were sung during his time. Daquin was a child
prodigy who performed for King Louis XIV at the age of six and received his first position,
organist at the Sainte Chapelle (the royal chapel in Paris), at the age of 12.
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We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation,
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As stewards of God’s creation, we use only 100% recycled paper for our worship bulletins,
which saves trees, reduces solid waste, conserves water, saves energy and reduces emissions
of greenhouse gases. When you are finished with this bulletin, please do your part by
recycling it again.
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