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Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual gathering.
God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ, joined together in a
fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set aside this time
for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching on your cell phone!) Adopt a
posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back together one day.
We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this way. For that we can rejoice!

PRELUDE
PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Meditiation on MUELLER

Joseph Martin
O Come, All Ye Faithful

GREETING
CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The assembly responds: Amen.

FIRST READING

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness — on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For
the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have
broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he
is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 96

1. The Lord is king, let earth rejoice; let the many islands be glad.
The skies proclaim his justice; all peoples see his glory.
2. Light shines forth for the just one, and joy for the upright of heart.
Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, you just; to the memory of his holiness give thanks.

SECOND READING

Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and
godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and
purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as we welcome Jesus, the living Word, in the holy gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Luke 2:1-20

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living
in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.”

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us.”
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL RECESSIONAL

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

What Child Is This

NICENE CREED
With all who rejoice in the Savior’s birth, let us confess our faith:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Throughout our prayer we sing:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY

O Magnum Mysterium

Morten Lauridsen

Latin text:

English translation:

O magnum mysterium,
et admirabile sacramentum
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum,
jacentem in praesepio!
Beata Virgo, cujus viscera
meruerunt portare Dominum Christum.

O great mystery,
and wonderful sacrament,
that the animals should see the newborn Lord
lying in their manger!
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb
was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.

CONCLUDING PRAYER AND BLESSING
The assembly responds: Amen.

You are invited to dim the lights in your home and light a candle as we sing together.

SENDING SONG

Silent Night

SENDING
Be at peace. Christ is with you!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Meditation on Silent Night

Ola Gjeilo

Check out our two registries:
MY REGISTRY.COM:
https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/havenproject2020
AMAZON WISH LIST:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ITSZLH3X6IGZ?ref_=wl_share

MUSIC NOTES
Today’s anthem is Morten Lauridsen’s (b. 1943) beautiful setting of O Magnum Mysterium. This
Latin text is one of the traditional responsories for the first Matins of Christmas. In the Roman
tradition, a responsory is a text sung after scripture readings during the services of daily prayer in
churches and monasteries. These chants were typically sung with a soloist alternating verses with a
choir, or a choir alternating verses with the congregation. This sort of alternating singing, much
like we do with our psalms in church, has since been referred to as responsorial. This setting was
one of Lauridsen’s first commissions at the beginning of his career as a composer and remains one
of his most popular and well-known pieces. According to the composer himself, as he worked on
the piece over a period of six months, he spent the most time deliberating the dissonance in the
music that occurs both times while the word Virgo (virgin) is sung. This dissonance represents the
sorrow Mary will feel when she will watch her son be crucified.
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again.
Liturgical material from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24066. New Revised Standard Version Bible ©
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

