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On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment.
In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ
by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged.
In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured
and feeds them with justice.
We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death,
yet we await the consummation of all things yet to come.
Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler,
we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Meditation on HOUSTON
Gregory Hamilton

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, let us turn again to God,
confessing the truth about ourselves.
Silence is kept for reflection.

O God, our merciful redeemer,
we confess the ways we live only for ourselves.
We fail to see you in our neighbor’s face.
We turn our ears from voices that cry out.
We pass by the hungry and the oppressed.
In your great mercy, forgive our sin
and strengthen us for service to all in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Jesus Shall Reign

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In autumn, our liturgy
comes from Setting
One in Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, our
red hymnal. Traditional
yet bright and fresh, it
was composed in 2005
and has become
quickly beloved
because of its beauty
and ease of singing.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Ezekiel 34:11–16,
20–24
Because Israel’s kings
proved to be bad
shepherds, Ezekiel
declares that the Lord
will assume the role of
shepherd in Israel. The
Lord will also set over
them a shepherdmessiah, “my servant
David,” who will feed
and care for the
people.

For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep,
and will seek them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they
are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will
rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on
a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into
their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land.
I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of
Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing
land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie
down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the
weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with
justice.
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with
flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your
s scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and
horns until you
they shall noi longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and
s
sheep.
1 up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he
I will set
: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the
shall feed them:
LORD, will be1 their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them; I, the L-ORD, have spoken.
2
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Acts 1:6-14

PSALM
Psalm 95
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.

1. Thankful tribute gladly bringing, let us come before God now,
Loud with psalms our praises singing, joyful in God's presence bow.
2. God's own hand holds earth's deep places, God made mountains, trees,
and hills; See the seas whose bounds God traces, see the land God's
bounty fills.
3. This is our own God who leads us, we the people of God's care;
With a shepherd's hand God feed us as God's flock in pastures fair.
4. O how great a God, and glorious, is the Lord of whom we sing;
Over idol gods victorious, great in might, our God and King.

SECOND READING
Ephesians 1:15-23
In this passage, God is
praised for revealing
ultimate divine power
in raising Jesus from
the dead. The
resurrected, exalted
Christ is Lord of both
the church and the
entire universe, now
and in the age to
come.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love
toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks
for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of
your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among
the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put
this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things
for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in
all.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.
Verse:

GOSPEL
Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus compares himself
to a king who moves
among his subjects to
see how he is treated:
what is done for the
least of those who
belong to his family is
truly done for him.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David. (Mark 11:9)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples: When the Son of Man comes in his
glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand,
'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison
and you visited me.'
Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? And when
was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and
gave you clothing? And when
was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?' And the
king will answer them, 'Truly I
tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it
to me.'

Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did
not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in
prison and you did not visit me.' Then they also will answer, 'Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked
or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?'
Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' And these
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life."
CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Beautiful Savior

NICENE CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PEACE

With the whole church, let us confess our faith:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION
and THE LORD’S
PRAYER

After each petition:

You are the great and __________ God:
In mercy, receive our prayers.
As we pray, we sing this refrain:

PEACE

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

O Jesus, King Most Wonderful
Gerald Near
O Jesus, King most wonderful, thou Conqueror renowned,
Thou sweetness most ineffable, in whom all joys are found!
When once thou visitest the heart, there truth begins to shine,
Then earthly vanities depart, then kindles love divine.
O Jesus, light of all below, thou Fount of life and fire.
Surpassing all the joys we know, all that we can desire.
May ev’ry heart confess thy Name, and ever thee adore,
And seeking thee, itself inflame to seek thee more and more.
Thee may our tongues forever bless; thee may we love alone,
And ever in our lives express the image of thine own.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING
Crown Him With Many Crowns

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Be at peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
Toccata in A Minor
Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
At 11:30 AM (or shortly after worship concludes) you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us
on Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a free piece of
software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter meeting ID 884 8406 0366.
It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

Watch our Stewardship Video
Normally this time of year, members of our congregation share stories of how
the ministry of First Lutheran Church is meaningful to them and "why they give"
during worship. This year, with video being our main form of communication,
we have put together a stewardship video for your enjoyment! You'll hear from
Council Members, Pr. Jon, and be reminded of all the great things we are doing
together as a congregation even when we are apart. We hope that it helps you
pray and reflect as you consider your own giving to FLC in 2021!
Go to www.flc-lynn.org/video to watch!

Thank You!
Thank you to everyone who donated toward this year’s Donate-a-Dinner
Thanksgiving D inner drive for Greater Lynn Senior Services! Through your
generosity we raised close to $1,200, which allowed us to purchase grocery
gift cards for 25 families! Through a Thrivent Action Grant, we also
purchased meat entrees (whole chickens, hams, and pork loins) for these
families! During these challenging times, this donation is especially
appreciated this year. Thank you to Steve Oman for coordinating the
Thrivent Grant and shopping for food, and to Jan and True Knowlton
Simard for coordination!

Music notes
Both the prelude and postlude for today are toccatas, which take their name from the Italian word for “to
touch.” These pieces of music, typically for a keyboard or plucked string instrument, feature fast-moving passages
or sections to emphasize the dexterity of the performer's fingers. In most cases, these pieces were usually
improvised at the keyboard and then transcribed or written down later. The Prelude for today was written by
the German organist and composer Johann Pachelbel (1653 – 1706). The main part of this piece is a pastorale, a
quiet and contemplative piece that is meant to evoke the feeling and image of the countryside. However, the
opening of this piece is a toccata: a loud, brash, and improvisatory section that is the complete opposite of a
pastorale both in sound and feeling. This unusual (possibly unique) combination of contrasting styles highlights
some of the themes of Christ the King Sunday, when we explore similar paradoxes of our human and divine
Savior. The postlude is a composition by Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck (1562 – 1621), a Dutch organist, composer,
and teacher who is also one of the first major keyboard composers of Europe.
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We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation,
welcoming and serving all people.

As stewards of God’s creation, we use only 100% recycled paper for our worship bulletins,
which saves trees, reduces solid waste, conserves water, saves energy and reduces emissions
of greenhouse gases. When you are finished with this bulletin, please do your part by
recycling it again.
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