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Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus,
overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment.
They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel!
Yet the risen Christ walks with them
and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread.
Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed
and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured.
The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several weeks, but we will be back
together soon. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this way.
For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Elévation – Tierce en Taille
François Couperin

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Rejoicing in Christ's victory over sin and death,
let us come before God who calls us to repentance.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of life,
by the resurrection of your Son you make everything new.
Newness scares us,
and we confess to shutting our doors in fear.
We have not listened to voices that challenge us.
We have resisted the Holy Spirit moving us in new directions.
Our hearts are slow to believe your promises.
Forgive us, O God, and renew us to embrace without fear
the new life you have given us in Jesus Christ. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen

GREETING

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleuia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
During the Sundays of
Easter we sing this
song of praise drawn
from the rich imagery
of God’s victory over
sin and death in the
book of Revelation.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song
FIRST READING
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Today’s reading is the
conclusion of Peter’s
sermon preached
following the giving of
the Holy Spirit to the
apostles on the day of
Pentecost. The center
of his preaching is the
bold declaration that
God has made the
crucified Jesus both
Lord and Christ.

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
the crowd, “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with
certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus
whom you crucified.”
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said
to Peter and to the other apostles, "Brothers, what should we do?"
Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our
God calls to him." And he testified with many other arguments and
exhorted them, saying, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation."
So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day
about three thousand persons were added.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 116
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The choir
sings the verses.

1. My very soul returns in peace to your untroubled rest, for you the bounty
of the Lord abundantly have blest.
2. God did indeed redeem my soul that else in death had slept; God has my
eyes from tears set free, my feet stumbling kept.
3. What shall I render to the Lord, what shall my off’ring be, for all the
gracious benefits God has bestowed on me?
4. Salvation’s cup my soul shall take while to my Lord I pray, and with
God’s people I will meet, my thankful vows to pay.

SECOND READING
1 Peter 1:17-23
The imagery of exile is
used to help the
readers of this letter
understand that they
are strangers in a
strange land. Christians
no longer belong to this
age. Through the death
of Christ we belong to
God, so that our focus,
faith, and hope are no
longer on such things
as silver or gold.

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people
impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the
time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile
ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like
silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb
without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of
the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake.
Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth
so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from
the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.
Verse: Our hearts burn within us
while you open to us the scriptures. (Luke 24:32)

GOSPEL
Luke 24:13-35
The risen Jesus appears
to his disciples, offering
them a benediction, a
commission, and the
gift of the Holy Spirit.
But one of their
number is missing, and
his unbelief prompts
another visit from the
Lord.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now on that same day when Jesus had appeared to Mary
Magdalene, two disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus
himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. And he said to them, "What are you discussing with
each other while you walk along?" They stood still, looking sad. Then one
of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place
there in these days?" He asked them, "What things?" They replied, "The
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and
leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him.
But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things
took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They
were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body
there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of
angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went
to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see
him." Then he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?"
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he
walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly,
saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now
nearly over." So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from
their sight.
They said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?" That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem;
and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They
were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!"
Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been
made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Day of Arising

HYMN OF THE DAY

NICENE CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

Throughout our prayer we sing this refrain:

After each petition:

O God, our ______,
give ear to us.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Thou Shalt Know Him
Mark Sirett

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Thou shalt know him when he comes,
Not by any din of drums,
Nor his manners, nor his airs,
Nor by anything he wears.
Thou shalt know him when he comes,
Not by a crown nor by a gown,
But his coming known shall be,
By the holy harmony
Which his coming makes in thee.
Thou shalt know him when he comes.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
BLESSING
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, Alleluia!

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Be at peace and share the good news.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Voluntary in D Major
William Croft

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
Following worship at 11:30 AM, you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us on
Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://zoom.us/j/3808184970 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a free piece of
software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter meeting ID 380
818 4970. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

Music notes
The prelude for today is a movement taken from Francois Couperin’s (1668-1733) Messe pour les
Convents (Mass for the Convents), a collection based on the liturgical music of the day and designed
for the smaller instruments found in convents. The elevation was the point of the service during the
Eucharist directly after the words of institution had been said and the host was elevated for all to see.
The remainder of the name indicates the registration that should be used (tierce) and that the melody
is located in the tenor voice (En taille). The Postlude is a piece by William Croft (1678 – 1727), an
English organist and composer who eventually became the organist at Westminster Abbey in 1708. In
1714, after the death of Queen Anne, he composed the funeral music which has been used at state
funerals in England since that time. He is also the composer for the tune St. Anne (O God, Our Help
in Ages Past)
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