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As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter,
today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise
that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house.
Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world.
As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people,
called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light.
In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—
our way, our truth, our life.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several weeks, but we will be back
together soon. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this way.
For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Voluntary in G Major
Henry Heron

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Rejoicing in Christ's victory over sin and death,
let us come before God who calls us to repentance.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of life,
by the resurrection of your Son you make everything new.
Newness scares us,
and we confess to shutting our doors in fear.
We have not listened to voices that challenge us.
We have resisted the Holy Spirit moving us in new directions.
Our hearts are slow to believe your promises.
Forgive us, O God, and renew us to embrace without fear
the new life you have given us in Jesus Christ. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Awake, My Heart, With Gladness

GREETING

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleuia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
During the Sundays of
Easter we sing this
song of praise drawn
from the rich imagery
of God’s victory over
sin and death in the
book of Revelation.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song
FIRST READING
Acts 7:55-60
Stephen was one of the
seven chosen by the
apostles to serve tables
as deacons so that the
apostles could be free
to serve the word (Acts
6:1-6). Stephen does
more than distribute
food, however. For his
preaching of God’s
word, he becomes the
first martyr of the faith.

But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw
the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. Look, he
said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God!" But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout
all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city
and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet
of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he
prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Then he knelt down and cried
out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When
he had said this, he died.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 33
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The choir
sings the verses.

1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; for praise is fitting for the
upright. Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp; with a ten-stringed lute
sing him songs.
2. For the world of the Lord is faithful, and all his works to be trusted. The
Lord loves justice and right, and his merciful love fills the earth.
3. Yes, the Lord’s eyes are on those who fear him, who hope in his merciful
love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.

SECOND READING
1 Peter 2:2-10
Christ is the
cornerstone of God’s
saving work and the
foundation of our lives.
We are God’s chosen,
holy people who
continuously celebrate
and declare the mercy
of God we experience
through Jesus Christ.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that
by it you may grow into salvation — if indeed you have tasted that the
Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals
yet chosen and precious in God's sight, and 5like living stones, let
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will
not be put to shame." To you then who believe, he is precious; but for
those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has
become the very head of the corner," and "A stone that makes them
stumble, and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they
disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once
you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.
Verse: O Lord, open our hearts
to listen to the words of your Son.

GOSPEL
John 14:1-14
On the night that he is
to be arrested, Jesus
shares final words with
his disciples. As the
one through whom
God is known, he
promises to go before
them and act on their
behalf.

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.
And you know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said
to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him
and have seen him."
Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied." Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip,
and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Do you not believe
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to
you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does
his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me;
but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because
I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me
for anything, I will do it.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

NICENE CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

Throughout our prayer we sing this refrain:

After each petition:

O God, incline your ear to us:
Make haste to deliver us.
PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life
Hal Hopson

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life;
Such a way as gives us breath,
Such a truth as ends all strife,
Such a life as killeth death.
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength:
Such a light as shows a feast,
Such a feast as mends in length,
Such a strength as makes his guest.
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:
Such a joy as none can move,
Such a love as none can part,
Such a heart as joys in love.
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life;
Such a way as gives us breath,
Such a truth as ends all strife,
Such a life as killeth death

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
BLESSING
I Know That My Redeemer Lives

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Be at peace and share the good news.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Largo
Henry Purcell

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
Following worship at 11:30 AM, you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us on
Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://zoom.us/j/3808184970 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a free piece of
software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter meeting ID 380
818 4970. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

Music notes
Today’s prelude and postlude are both compositions by English organists and composers. Little is
known about Henry Heron other than that he lived and worked in London during the 18th century.
This piece comes from his only surviving volume of music, a collection of 10 organ voluntaries. In the
preface to this publication, Heron lists his title as organist of St. Magnus the Martyr London Bridge.
Conversely, Henry Purcell (1659 – 1695) is one England’s most famous and prominent musicians, very
often mentioned in the same breath as R.V. Williams and Benjamin Britten.
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