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In these days between Ascension and Pentecost,
we gather with the disciples in the upper room,
waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world.
In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name.
Amid religious, social, and economic divisions,
we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father.
Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world,
eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human family.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several weeks, but we will be back
together soon. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this way.
For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Meditation on LASST UNS ERFREUEN
John Carter

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Rejoicing in Christ's victory over sin and death,
let us come before God who calls us to repentance.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of life,
by the resurrection of your Son you make everything new.
Newness scares us,
and we confess to shutting our doors in fear.
We have not listened to voices that challenge us.
We have resisted the Holy Spirit moving us in new directions.
Our hearts are slow to believe your promises.
Forgive us, O God, and renew us to embrace without fear
the new life you have given us in Jesus Christ. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing

GREETING

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleuia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
During the Sundays of
Easter we sing this
song of praise drawn
from the rich imagery
of God’s victory over
sin and death in the
book of Revelation.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song
FIRST READING
Acts 1:6-14
Today’s reading is part
of the introduction to
the narrative of the
outpouring of the Spirit
on Pentecost. These
verses tell of the risen
Lord’s conversation
with his disciples on
the eve of his
ascension, in which he
promises that they will
receive the power of
the Holy Spirit.

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord,
is this the time when you will restore dominion to Israel?” He replied,
“It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by
divine authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out
of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said,
“You Galileans, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet,
which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they
had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were
staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 68
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The choir
sings the verses.

1. Arise, Lord, and hasten, all woe, swiftly chasten, as smoke in the
whirlwind so drive it away! While malice shall perish, your goodness we
cherish, with joy shall the righteous all sadness betray! Sing praise to God
only, you poor folk, and lonely, for out of compassion God cares for us
all.
2. The heavens, in their glory, resound with their story of God’s matchless
power all ages to be. Ascribe to God wonder, whose voice, like the
thunder, can shatter the stillness and call us to praise; whose spirit life
gave us, whose mercy can save us, the source of our being, the joy of our
days!

SECOND READING
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:611
Our faith in Christ does
not make us immune
from the scorn of
others. Nevertheless,
we are to resist the
designs of evil when
we experience
disparagement from
others because we trust
God’s grace will
strengthen and guide
us.

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking
place among you to test you, as though something strange were
happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his
glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is
resting on you.
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God,
so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him,
because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a
roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for
someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know
that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same
kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the
God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will
himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the
power forever and ever. Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.
Verse: I will not leave you orphaned, I am coming to you.

GOSPEL
John 17:1-11
On the night before his
crucifixion, Jesus prays
to his heavenly Father,
asking that those who
continue his work in
this world will live in
unity.

SERMON
CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After Jesus had spoken these words to his disciples, he looked
up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son
so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.
And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me
in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence
before the world existed.
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they
have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given
me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to
them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours,
and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am
no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me,
so that they may be one, as we are one.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY

NICENE CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

Son of God, Eternal Savior

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

Throughout our prayer we sing this refrain:

After each petition:

God of unity, hear us:
Your mercy is great.
PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Give Thanks to God
Ludwig van Beethoven
Give thanks to God, the giver of good, whose love endures forever.
God satisfies our thirsty souls and fills the hungry with good things.
We sat in darkness and in gloom; we stumbled, there was no one to help.
God heard our cry and saved us with words of healing comfort.
Then bring a sacrifice of thanks and tell of love and mercy.
An off’ring bring before the Lord and enter into the temple.
Ascribe to God all pow’r and might, the honor due the name of the Lord.
In holiness and beauty proclaim our glad thanksgiving.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
Crown Him With Many Crowns

BLESSING
SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Be at peace and share the good news.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Chorale Prelude on DIADEMATA
Jonathan Reuss

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
Following worship at 11:30 AM, you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us on
Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a
free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter
meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

Music notes
Today’s prelude, based on the melody of our gathering hymn, A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing, was written
by John Carter, a contemporary American musician and composer. This hymn tune is named LASST
UNS ERFREUEN (Let us rejoice most heartily) after the first phrase of the hymn text with which it was
originally paired. The tune was first published in a 1623 German hymnal that was edited by Friedrich
Spee, a Jesuit priest who is also credited with composing the melody and writing the text of the
original hymn. This melody became popular throughout the English speaking church after its inclusion
in the 1906 English Hymnal by R. Vaughn Williams. The postlude, based on the melody of our sending
hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns, was written by Jonathan Reuss, also a contemporary American
organist and composer.
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