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This is the day the Lord has made!
On the first day of the week God began creation, transforming darkness into light.
On this, the first day of the new creation, Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.
We celebrate this new life in the waters of baptism and in the feast of victory.
With great joy we celebrate this day of days, even as we begin the great fifty days of Easter.
Filled with hope, we go forth to share the news that Christ is risen!

Welcome to worship!
We are thrilled to welcome you back to our sanctuary on this holiest of days! In the midst of your excitement, please
remember to keep physical distance between yourself and others not from your household, and to wear your mask over
your nose and mouth.

Minimizing risk
To avoid touching shared items, everything you need for the service is in today’s bulletin. The hymnals have been
temporarily removed. Offerings will be received in the basket at the entrance to the sanctuary. Communion will be
served in a continuous line as directed by the usher. For the time being, you are invited to allow the cantors to sing on
your behalf, praying the words of the liturgy in your heart. Alternatively, singing in a low voice (speaking level) with a
mask is generally considered to be lower risk.
In order to allow the church to be reset and cleaned for the next service, please exit the building at the conclusion of the
service. You are welcome to remain for physically distanced fellowship outside on the lawn.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE
GATHERING HYMN
Christ our Lord is risen
and the alleluias have
returned! We raise our
voices with all the joy
we can muster in praise
of the one who has
conquered death
forever.

Partita on EASTER HYMN
William H. Bates

GREETING
Throughout the fifty
days of Easter we will
great each other with
this exchange,
reminding each other
again and again of the
source of our hope.

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
During the Sundays of
Easter we sing this
song of praise drawn
from the rich imagery
of God’s victory over
sin and death in the
book of Revelation.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Isaiah 25:6-9
More than 700 years
before Christ, the
prophet Isaiah
proclaims the good
news of God’s
salvation and calls all
people to rejoice! God
will make a rich feast
for all people. God will
wipe the tears from
their eyes. And most
importantly, God will
destroy death itself.

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich
food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines
strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all
peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said
on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 118
The cantors introduce
the refrain of the
psalm, and we sing in
reply. This melody is
based on the ancient
Easter hymn “O Sons
and Daughters Let Us
Sing.”

1.

O let the house of Israel say: God’s loving kindness forever will stay. As great is your
mercy to us in our day, Alleluia!

2.

When I was falling you lifted me high. You will not suffer your servant to die. So like a
trumpet your praises I cry, Alleluia!

3.

As with the light in the heavens you played, as when the seas in their boundaries you laid.
This is the day that your mercy has made, Alleluia!

SECOND READING
Acts 10:34-43
Peter’s sermon,
delivered at the home
of Cornelius, a Roman
army officer, is a
summary of the
essential message of
Christianity: Everyone
who believes in Jesus,
whose life, death, and
resurrection fulfilled the
words of the prophets,
“receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.”

Peter began to speak to the people: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank
with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and
to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
The alleluia is sung first
by the choir and then
repeated by the
assembly.

Cantors: The strife is o’er, the battle done;
now is the victor’s triumph won!
Now be the song of praise begun. Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Mark 16:1-8
The resurrection of
Jesus is announced,
and the response is one
of terror and
amazement.

All repeat alleluia

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus’ body. And
very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the
tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from
the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was
very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young
man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he
said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid
him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there
you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for
terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they
were afraid.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Cantors: Christ closed the yawning gates of hell;
the bars from heaven’s high portals fell.
Let hymns of praise his triumph tell. Alleluia!
All:

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
We stand to proclaim
the word of God
together in song.
The date of Easter
Sunday is determined
by the natural world:
the Sunday following
the first full moon after
the spring equinox, a
time of natural balance
in our universe.
Grounded in this
natural world, this bold
new Easter new hymn
from All Creation Sings
uses many images from
creation.

Earth, Earth Awake!

NICENE CREED

With the whole church let us confess the faith of our baptism:

The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

PEACE

After each petition:

for Christ is risen:
Christ is risen indeed!
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please stay in your places and exchange the peace using words
or a gesture without making physical contact.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

INVITATION TO
SILENCE
Please use the offering
as a time to be quiet in
God’s presence.

God is in the holy temple; let all the earth keep silence.
We have heard of your goodness, O God.
We worship you and stand in awe.

Up, Up My Heart with Gladness
J.S. Bach

ANTHEM
Up, up my heart with gladness, and learn what did befall
When, after days of sadness, the Light was shed o’er all.
Three days, within the tomb, Jesus lay in the gloom;
Then conquering hell’s domain he rose in glory to reign
Straight-way our Lord descended, contending Satan’s might.
But when the battle ended he broke the bonds of night.
Now is the victory won; let songs of praise be sung;
And raise the banners high; for man no more shall die.
Come, then your voices raising, and join the Easter throng
Of saints and angels praising in one united song
Jesus, the God of Love, risen to reign above;
Who after such fierce strife, has gained us endless life.

GREAT
THANKSGIVING
The presider gives
thanks for God’s
faithfulness in every
time and place and
prays for the Spirit’s
presence in the meal
we share.
You are invited to
open and extend your
arms along with the
pastor as we pray,
signifying our openness
to and dependence on
God.

The Holy, Holy, Holy is
the song of the angels
who worship in God’s
presence. It combines
Isaiah’s vision of God
seated on a throne with
the words proclaimed
on Palm Sunday:
blessed is the one who
comes in the name of
the Lord. It identifies
Jesus Christ as God’s
holy one, coming into
our midst.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Therefore, O God… to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit…our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is
yours, almighty Father, forever and ever.

THE LORD’S
PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO
COMMUNION

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Welcome to God’s table.
In the sacrament of Holy Communion, we are bound together in love as God’s family as we receive
the real presence of Jesus Christ in bread and wine. At this table we receive forgiveness, hope, and
strength to live as Christians in the world. God welcomes you to this feast, and so do we.
If you are new to the Christian faith, would like to talk about what Communion is all about,
or are interested in being baptized, please talk to the Pastor after the service.

Communion will be received in a continuous line.
At the direction of the usher, please walk forward to receive the sacrament. When you receive the
bread, you may remove your mask to eat it. Select a cup of red wine or white grape juice, and
after you consume it, place it in the basket. Then place your mask back on.

LAMB OF GOD
To call Jesus the “lamb
of God” is to identify
him with the Passover
lamb in the Jewish
scriptures. In ancient
temple worship, the
lamb symbolically bore
the sins of the people
in sacrifice, and was
then shared as a sign
of God’s forgiveness.
In Holy Communion,
we feast on the
presence of Christ,
who has freed us from
sin and death.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
BLESSING
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Be at peace and rejoice in the good news.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Chorale Prelude on HEUT TRIUMPHIERET GOTTES SOHN
J.S. Bach

FLOWERS

The Easter lilies are given to the glory of God by Phil and Barbara Mednis.
MUSIC NOTES
The prelude for today was written by William H. Bates, an American organist and composer, and is based on the
melody of our hymn Jesus Christ is Risen Today. The text of this hymn was written by Charles Wesley (1707 –
1788), one of the leaders of the Methodist movement and also one of the most prolific hymn writers in the history
of the Christian Church. In the course of his life, Wesley published over 6,000 hymn texts and wrote another
2,000 which he chose not to publish. While this hymn tune and text combination is among the most popular of
Easter hymns, the text, which lacked the Alleluia at the end of each line, was not originally associated with our
familiar melody. A later editor later matched it up with this tune, which was first published (anonymously) in a
1708 hymnal titled Lyrica Davidica (Songs of David). The postlude was written by J.S. Bach (1685-1750) and is
based on the melody of an Easter hymn which is no longer in common usage. The title can be translated as Today
the Son of God Triumphs.
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