THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER
First Lutheran Church, Lynn, MA
April 11, 2020

The fire is visible from the sidewalk as the community gathers around it.
‘The light of Christ. Thanks be to God.’ we sing, following the pillar of fire held high.
And then: ‘This is the night.’
This is the storied night of the wonders of God:
light scatters darkness, the ark arrives safely,
Miriam sings on freedom’s shore, and dry bones dance in death’s valley.
Let every bell ring and every voice sing with angels and archangels:
Christ, in whom we live, is risen!

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual gathering. God’s
work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ, joined together in a fellowship of
love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Gather around your home altar. Tonight, you may wish to adorn it with a white or gold cloth and some flowers. Find a
large candle to use as your Easter Candle at home during this season of rejoicing. If you have a fireplace, throw on a log
and light a fire! If you have any bells, bring them out, along with your alleluia banners. Welcome the presence of God
into your dwelling. Set aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are
watching on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several weeks, but we will be back together soon. We are
blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this way. For that we can rejoice!

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT
GATHERING SONG
The assembly gathers
outside the church as a
new fire is kindled.

GREETING AND
INTRODUCTION
TO THE VIGIL
BLESSING OF THE
NEW FIRE
All extend their hands
over the fire.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

BLESSING OF THE
EASTER CANDLE
The minister traces the
inscription on the
Easter Candle: the
cross, alpha and omega
(the first and last letters
in the Greek alphabet),
and the current year.

Christ, yesterday and today,
the beginning and the ending.
To Christ belongs all time
and all the ages;
to Christ belongs glory and dominion
now and forever.
Amen.

The minister place five
grains of incense in the
candle, representing
the five wounds of
Jesus.

By his holy and glorious wounds
may Christ our Lord guard us and keep us.
Amen.

The presiding minister
lights the candle and
blesses it with incense,
the sweet fragrance of
new life.

The light of Christ, rising in glory,
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

This symbol of the
risen Christ will burn
brightly at each
Sunday liturgy in the
fifty days of Easter, as
well as at baptisms,
confirmations, and
funerals in the coming
year.

PROCESSION
The Easter Candle
leads the procession
into the church. The
response is sung on a
higher tone each time.
Once inside, individual
candles are then lit
from the Easter Candle
as the light spreads
throughout the
congregation.
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EASTER
PROCLAMATION
This exultant prayer of
thanksgiving comes
down to us from the
fourth century, and
calls on the whole
earth – including the
bees who helped make
the candle! – to join in
the praise of God.
At the Jewish Passover
meal the youngest
child asks, “Why is this
night different from all
other nights?” And the
answer comes:
because “This is the
night” of our salvation!
Just as the cross has
symbolized for us the
death of Christ on
Good Friday, so now
the Easter candle
stands for the risen
Christ, whose body –
like the light of the
candle – is given away
without it being
lessened.

Rejoice, now, all heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels!
Exult, all creation around God's throne!

Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation; and for so great a victory, sound the
trumpet of salvation. Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the brightness of
your king!

Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever.
Rejoice, O holy church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you!

Let this place resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that with heart and mind and voice we should
praise God, and the Son, Jesus Christ, who redeemed us from bondage and freed us,
for,

This is the night you led the children of Israel out of slavery to freedom.
On this night all believers are renewed in grace, and restored again to holiness. Oh,

This is the night when Christ burst the chains of death, rising to life in triumph! Oh,

Night clear as day, putting wickedness to flight, washing sin away, restoring innocence
to the fallen, joy to those who mourn, casting out hate, bringing peace and humbling
pride. Therefore in this night of grace, receive, O God, our praise and thanksgiving, for
the light of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, reflected in the burning of this
candle. Oh,

We, therefore, pray to you, O God, that this candle burning to the honor of your name,
will continue to vanquish the darkness of night and be mingled with the lights of
heaven. May Christ the Morning Star find it burning, that Morning Star who never sets,
that Morning Star who, rising from the grave, faithfully sheds light on the whole human
race. Oh,

And we pray, O God, rule, govern, and preserve with your continual protection your
whole church, giving us peace in this time of our paschal rejoicing; through the same
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE CREATION

After each day of creation is read, the assembly sings:

From Genesis 1-2
For millennia, humans
have gathered around
a fire to tell their
ancestral stories, and
the Easter Vigil is the
chance for the Church
to do so.
Each reading is
followed by a sung
congregational
response and prayer.
The resurrection of
Jesus Christ is the
beginning of life for us
all. Just as the creator
God forms the earth
out of chaotic waters
and shine light onto
primeval darkness, so
the resurrection of
Christ pulls us from
death through baptism
into fruitful life with all
the good earth and
enlightens our life in
Christ.

Response after the reading:

Verse: Your wisdom made the heavens and the earth, O Lord;
you formed the land and set the lights.
And like your love, the sun will rule the day,
and stars will grace the night.

Almighty God,
you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature
and yet more wonderfully restored it.
In your mercy,
let us share the divine life of the one
who came to share our humanity,
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Amen.

ISRAEL’S
DELIVERANCE AT
THE RED SEA

Response:

From Exodus 14-15
In this archetypal story,
God vanquishes evil
and liberates the
oppressed. By the
resurrection, God
liberates us from
slavery to sin and
brings us through the
waters of baptism to
safety.

1. The Lord is my strength, my protection and my shield; Pharaoh’s army and his chariots God
cast into the sea. Our God is a warrior whose name is “the Lord,” God of might, God of
victory!
2. The brave and the mighty, the pride of Pharaoh’s army, God plunged them to the bottom of
the sea like a stone. The hand of the Lord is magnificent in power; the Lord has crushed our
foes!
3. O God who redeems, who delivers us from slavery, you set us on the mountain of your
holy place. Your throne and your temple shall endure for all time; your reign shall never
end!

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old
shine forth even to our own day:
By the power of your mighty arm
you once delivered your chosen people
from slavery under Pharaoh,
a sign for us of the salvation offered to everyone
by the water of baptism.
Grant that all the peoples of earth
may partake in the salvation of the Israelites
and together dance on the safe side of the sea,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SALVATION FREELY
OFFERED TO ALL

Response:

Isaiah 55:1-11
In this reading from
Isaiah, resurrection is
like a free feast,
baptism like water for
the thirsty, God like
rain for the earth.
1. Surely God is my salvation, I will trust and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my
strength and my might; and God has become my salvation.
2. With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day: Give
thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name; make known the deeds of the Lord among the
nations; proclaim that this name is exalted.

3. Sing praises to the Lord, who has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. Shout
aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

Holy God,
you created all things by the power of your Word,
and you renew the whole earth by your Spirit.
Give now the water of life
to all who thirst for you,
that, rejoicing in your covenant of mercy,
we may bring forth abundant fruit,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE WISDOM OF
GOD

Response:

Proverbs 8
In this poem, Woman
Wisdom speaks out the
divine call for us to
walk in the ways of
truth. Christians have
seen Christ as this
Woman Wisdom.

O God, our wisdom, teacher of truth,
you fill your house by continuing to call all peoples
into the way of insight.
With your food and drink,
sustain us in the path of justice,
and by your love watch over those whom you have called
through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE DELIVERANCE
OF JONAH

Response:

Jonah 1:1-2:1
In this poem, Woman
Wisdom speaks out the
divine call for us to
walk in the ways of
truth. Christians have
seen Christ as this
Woman Wisdom.

1. You have sought me out, and found me; you know where I sit or stand. You know the depths
of my heart, whenever I move or rest, you find me wherever I am.
2. Before the word comes from my mouth, you know what I want to say. You come close to
me, you lay your hand upon me. All of this is too much for me.
3. How can I ever hide from you? Where can I run from you? Above and below—you are there.
To the dawn or to the sea—you are there. Your hand will guide my way.
4. You have created ev’ry inch of me, you have knit me to my mother’s womb. You have
record of all my days, long before they ever began. How amazing your thoughts, O God.

O God of deliverance,
you saved Jonah through the waters of death,
and after three days you brought him to new life.
Speak to us by this sign, and call us to repentance,
that we may heed the voice of your risen Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

DELIVERANCE
FROM THE FIERY
FURNACE
Daniel 3:1-29
For each of us there
will be a time when we
feel like we are
engulfed by fire.
Because of the
resurrection of Christ,
we can be confident
that the Son of God
will be with us, no
matter what or where
the furnace.

LITANY OF THE
SAINTS
This version of the
Litany of the Saints
praises God for the
faithful who have gone
before us, from
Abraham and Sarah, to
the New Testament
saints, to the reformers
and modern day
heroes of the faith, and
finally to those in our
midst who died in the
past year. We ask God
to give the blessings of
baptism to all God’s
people.

Almighty and eternal God,
the only hope of the world,
by the proclamation of your prophets
you declare to us the word of salvation.
By the grace of your Spirit
increase the devotion of all the baptized,
that, strengthened by your presence,
we may withstand hardship and sorrow
and be united with your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
THANKSGIVING
OVER THE WATER
We praise God for the
waters of the earth, for
the water that
nourished us in the
womb, for the watery
rescues that we recall
from scripture, for the
water in this font, and
for the water that was
and will be poured
onto the bodies of the
baptized.

PROFESSION OF
FAITH

Dear friends, we have been buried with Christ in baptism, so that we may rise with
him to a new life. Now that we have completed our Lenten observance, let us renew
the promises we made in baptism. May God help us to remain faithful to the Holy
Spirit we have received.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Lord our God, be present to your people…
…through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin,
and confess the faith of the church.
Trusting in the mercy and love of God,
do you renounce evil and its power in the world?
I renounce them.
Who is your Lord and Savior?
Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.
Will you be Christ's faithful disciple,
following his word and sharing his love to your life’s end?
I will, with God’s help.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.
We give you thanks, O God,
that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is
sprinkled with water in
remembrance of the
gift of baptism as the
refrain is sung.

ACCLAMATION OF
EASTER
Alleluias have been
absent during the
season of Lent. Now, as
the first alleluia of
Easter is sung, it is a
time for unbridled joy!
Even our worship
space celebrates with
candles, banners, white
and gold, sound and
movement, flowers and
incense.

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
During the Sundays of
Easter we sing this
song of praise drawn
from the rich imagery
of God’s victory over
sin and death in the
book of Revelation.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

NEW TESTAMENT
READING
Romans 6:3-11
Christ’s death and
resurrection, our
baptism, our death to
sin and life to God: this
proclamation from Paul
provides a summary of
all the stories and
poems we have heard
and sung tonight.

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we
too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with
him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to
sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to
sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand.

Verse:

Let us sing to the Lord,
who today has triumphed in glory. (Exodus 15:1)

GOSPEL
John 20:1-18
John’s gospel describes
the confusion and
excitement of the first
Easter: the stone is
moved, disciples race
back and forth, and
angels speak to a
weeping woman.
Then, Jesus himself
appears.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran
and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.’
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.
He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.
Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the
linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with
the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned
to their homes.
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why
are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not
know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round and saw
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away,
tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said
to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to
my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my
God and your God.”
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’;
and she told them that he had said these things to her.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

THE EASTER
BLESSING

We will sing this refrain throughout our prayer:

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
bestow upon you the riches of God’s blessing.
Amen.
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of
life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever.
Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in
the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance.
Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you forever.
Amen.

We Know that Christ Is Raised

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL

Be at peace. Share the good news. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

What is the sign of the risen Christ?
It is not a wooden cross placed outdoors,
draped with a wispy white sheet and gold streamers.
Nor is it a picture or painting of the risen Lord.
Rather, it is the baptized people of God.
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