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On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion
in the death and resurrection of Christ.
This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes
in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism.
First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood
with the way God saves us through the water of baptism.
The baptismal covenant is made with us individually,
but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Meditation on CONSOLATION
Joseph Martin

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS
We begin our worship
by freeing ourselves
from the baggage we
have carried around
this week.
It is liberating to admit
that we are not perfect
people, and to know
that we have a God
who loves and accepts
us unconditionally.

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us
return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days

KYRIE
During the seasons of
Advent and Lent our
worship is more
meditative and
reflective. Instead the
Canticle of Praise
(“Glory to God” or
“This Is the Feast”) we
sing the Kyrie, which
means “Lord, heave
mercy.” Through
repentance we create
space in our heart to
receive Christ anew.
During Lent, we use a
simple chant-like
melody for our liturgy
that has been in use by
Christians for
centuries.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Genesis 9:8-17
Today’s reading is the
conclusion to the flood
story. Because of
human sin, God
destroys the earth by
flood, saving only
Noah, his family, and
the animals on the ark.
Yet divine destruction
gives way to divine
commitment. As in the
first creation, God
blesses humanity and
establishes a covenant
with all creatures.

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "As for me, I
am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after
you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as
came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall
there be a flood to destroy the earth." God said, "This is the sign of the
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature
that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the
clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the
earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the
clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again
become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I
will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and
every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." God said to
Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between
me and all flesh that is on the earth."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 26
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.

1. O Lord, make me know your ways. Teach me your paths. Guide me in
your truth, and teach me; for you are the God of my salvation.
2. Remember your compassion, O Lord, and your merciful love, for they
are from of old. In your merciful love remember me, because of your
goodness, O Lord.
3. Good and upright is the Lord; he shows the way to sinners. He guides
the humble in right judgment; to the humble he teaches his way.

SECOND READING
1 Peter 3:18-22
As God acted through
Christ’s suffering and
death to bring us to
God, so God acts
through baptism to
save us from a sinful
existence. This spiritual
cleansing marks our
new life in Christ.

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for
the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made
a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the
building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved
through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you —
not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,
authorities, and powers made subject to him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.
We fast from using the
word “Alleluia” in
worship during Lent so
that we may sing it
with renewed meaning
and joy at Easter.

GOSPEL
Mark 1:9-15
The Spirit that comes
upon Jesus at his
baptism sustains him
when he is tested by
Satan so that he might
proclaim the good
news of God’s reign.

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of
the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending
like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.
He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was
with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God has come near, repent, and believe in the
good news."
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDRENS’
MESSAGE
SERMON
CHILDRENS’
MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY
We stand to proclaim
the word of God in
song.

When We Are Tested

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

Returning to the Lord with all our hearts, let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
After each petition:

Hear us, O God;
your mercy is great.
Throughout our prayer we sing this refrain:

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Go Not Far from Me, O God
Niccoló Zingarelli
Go not far from me, O God.
Cast me not away in the time of age.
Forsake me not when my strength faileth me.
O let my mouth be filled with thy praise.
That I may sing thy glory and honor all the day long.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING
SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

Bless Now, O God, the Journey

Be at peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.
Thanks be to God
Chorale Prelude on SLANE
Jonathan Reuss

WELCOME
We welcome the Rev. Timothy Brown as our guest preacher this morning! Pr. Tim and Pr. Jon
met in college at Valparaiso University where they studied theology together and served on the
student staff of the Chapel of the Resurrection. To this day, he is the only living person who is
allowed to call him “Jonny.” He has served Lutheran congregations in Chicago and Raleigh, and
most recently as a major gifts director for the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. He is
currently the Director of Special Gifts at the Methodist Home for Children in Raleigh, and is a
regular supply preacher, spiritual writer (his contributions often appear in Living Lutheran
magazine), and blogger.
MUSIC NOTES
Today’s prelude was written by Joseph Martin, a contemporary American composer and is based
on the melody of our gathering hymn, O Lord, Throughout these Forty Days. This melody, an
early American hymn tune named CONSOLATION, first appeared in John Wyeth’s Repository of
Sacred Music (published in 1813). Because there are other hymn tunes named CONSOLATION
(including one written by Mendelssohn), this melody is sometimes named MORNING SONG since
it appeared in the 1816 hymnal Kentucky Harmony paired with the text of Isaac Watt’s Morning
Song. Today’s postlude is based on the melody of our hymn, When We Are Tested. This hymn
tune was originally an Irish folk song that was sung and shared for many years prior to being
written down, after which it was used for a variety of secular texts before it was finally paired
with a hymn text. The name given this melody is SLANE after the Hill of Slane in Ireland, where,
according to the legend, St. Patrick kindled the Easter Vigil bonfire in defiance of King Loegaire
who had forbidden any such celebrations. As the story goes, this act of defiance (which should
have resulted in Patrick’s execution) was done with such fearlessness that it led to the conversion
of the King to Christianity.

Wednesday Nights in Lent
Our church family gathers on Wednesday nights during the season of Lent to mark this holy time with
a simple meal, conversation, and prayer. You are invited to take a break in the midst of your busy
week to spend some time with God and each other.

7:00 PM | Lenten Conversation Series
Be the Bridge: Pursuing God's Heart for Racial Reconciliation
Lent is a season of repentance, healing, and moving toward
reconciliation. It's a time to examine our relationships with God and with
our neighbor, particularly where there is conflict, hurt, or misunderstanding.
This year we will read Latasha Morrison's award-winning book Be the Bridge:
Pursuing God's Heart for Racial Reconciliation as a congregation.
Morrison is a speaker, author, reconciler, bridge-builder and leader,
committed to educating people on cultural intelligence and racial literacy.
Her book explores the topics of racism and racial justice through the lens
of the gospel. She brings together both sociologists and theologians to help
Christians approach the topic not from a purely academic or theoretical standpoint, but by engaging
Biblical themes such as humility, lament, confession, and forgiveness.

We will gather on four Wednesday evenings in Lent (3/3, 3/10, 3/17, and 3/24) at
7:00 PM. The book is available as a paperback or as e-Book, such as Kindle.

7:45 PM | Lenten Evening Prayer
Put the day away with a quiet, peaceful service of prayer. The service lasts about 30 minutes.
Pastor Jon is also available for private confession and forgiveness on any of these nights.
Sometimes it is a good and healthy thing to say what needs to be said out loud and receive the
assurance of God’s unconditional love and forgiveness.
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which saves trees, reduces solid waste, conserves water, saves energy and reduces emissions
of greenhouse gases. When you are finished with this bulletin, please do your part by
recycling it again.
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