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In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water,
an image of our thirst for God.
Jesus offers living water,
a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of baptism.
As we journey to the resurrection feast,
Christ comes among us in word and sacrament —
offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last two weeks or perhaps a bit longer, but we
will be back together soon. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to
gather in this way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Partita on NETTLETON
Charles Callahan

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We begin our worship
by freeing ourselves
from the baggage we
have carried around
this week.

God of heaven and earth, you come in close and make us yours.
Equip us by your Spirit to confess our sin, embrace your forgiveness,
and seek the way you set before us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

It is liberating to admit
that we are not perfect
people, and to know
that we have a God
who loves and accepts
us unconditionally.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

KYRIE
During the seasons of
Advent and Lent our
worship is more
meditative and
reflective. Instead the
Canticle of Praise
(“Glory to God” or
“This Is the Feast”) we
sing the Kyrie, which
means “Lord, heave
mercy.” Through
repentance we create
space in our heart to
receive Christ anew.
During Lent, we use a
simple chant-like
melody for our liturgy
that has been in use by
Christians for
centuries.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY
PRAYER OF THE
DAY
FIRST READING

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Exodus 17:1-7
Because the thirsty
Israelites quarreled
with Moses and put
God to the test, Moses
cried out in
desperation to God.
God commanded
Moses to strike the
rock to provide water
for the people. The
doubt-filled question—
“Is the Lord among us
or not?”—received a
very positive answer.

The people quarreled with Moses, and said, "Give us water to
drink." Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do
you test the LORD?" But the people thirsted there for water; and the
people complained against Moses and said, "Why did you bring us
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?" So
Moses cried out to the LORD, "What shall I do with this people? They
are almost ready to stone me." The LORD said to Moses, "Go on ahead
of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock,
and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink." Moses
did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah
and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD,
saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?"
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 95
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The choir sings the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The choir
sings the verses.

SECOND READING
Romans 5:1-11
Though we often hear
that God helps those
who help themselves,
here Paul tells us that
through Jesus’ death
God helps utterly
helpless sinners. Since
we who had been
enemies are reconciled
to God in the cross, we
now live in hope for
our final salvation.

1.

Thankful tribute gladly bringing, let us come before God now, loud with
psalms our praises singing, joyful in God’s presence bow.

2.

God’s own hand holds earth’s deep places, God made mountains, tress, and
hills; see the seas whose bounds God traces, see the land God’s bounty fills.

3.

This is our own God who leads us, we the people of God’s care; with a
shepherd’s hand God feeds us as God’s flock in pastures fair.

4.

While God offers peace and pardon let us hear God’s voice today, lest, if
we our hearts should harden, we should perish on our way.

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained
access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of
sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not
disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for
the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person —
though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die.
But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners
Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have been
justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of
God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God
through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been
reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we even
boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have
now received reconciliation.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We fast from using the
word “Alleluia” in
worship during Lent so
that we may sing it
with renewed meaning
and joy at Easter.

GOSPEL
John 4:5-42
Jesus defies convention
to engage a Samaritan
woman in
conversation. Her
testimony, in turn,
leads many others to
faith.

CHILDRENS’

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
So Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot
of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was
there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It
was about noon.
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to
her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His disciples had gone to the city to buy
food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew,
ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in
common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of
God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.’
The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than
our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his
flocks drank from it?’ Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will
give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become
in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ The woman said
to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have
to keep coming here to draw water.’

Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come back."
The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her,
"You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you have had five
husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you
have said is true!"
The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our
ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the place
where people must worship is in Jerusalem.’ Jesus said to her,
‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what
you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father
seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman said to
him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am he,
the one who is speaking to you.’
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the
woman’s testimony, ‘He told me everything I have ever done.’ So
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them;
and he stayed there for two days. And many more believed because of
his word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what
you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we
know that this is truly the Savior of the world.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty

Returning to the Lord with all our hearts, let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

Prior to worship, you are invited to e-mail prayer requests to
pastor@flclynn.org or text them to 978-395-1390. Assuming
Facebook Live works as planned, you can also add them live while
you are watching the video.
We will sing this refrain throughout our prayer:

THE LORD’S
PRAYER
PEACE
OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
You Are Mine
"I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice.
Be still and know I am here."
"I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see.
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light.
Come and rest in me." Refrain
Refrain
"Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name.
Come and follow me, I will bring you home;
I love you and you are mine."
"I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame.
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free,
and all will know my name." Refrain
"I am the Word that leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give.
I will call your name, embracing all your pain.
Stand up, now walk and live!" Refrain

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING
SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

Be at peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.
Thanks be to God
Chorale Prelude on NETTLETON
Emily Maxson Porter

Being together as a congregation virtually
Following worship at 11:30 AM, you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us
on Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video
chat, go to https://zoom.us/j/3808184970 and follow the instructions. You may need to
install a free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 2056099 and enter meeting ID 380 818 4970. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it
will allow us to check in!
Our Wednesday evening Bible Conversation on Philippians will also take place via this same
method. Instructions for joining will be sent prior to Wednesday. Wednesday evening prayer
will take place the same way as this morning’s service, streamed via YouTube and Facebook.
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As stewards of God’s creation, we use only 100% recycled paper for our worship bulletins,
which saves trees, reduces solid waste, conserves water, saves energy and reduces emissions
of greenhouse gases. When you are finished with this bulletin, please do your part by
recycling it again.
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