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The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history:  
the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery.  
The commandments begin with the statement that  

because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us,  
we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives.  

When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple,  
he is defending the worship of God alone  

and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods.  
The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call:  

centered first in God’s liberating love,  
we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the world. 



 

  

 
 

 

GATHERING  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God  

 
 

Sonate II  Ruhig Bewegt 
Paul Hindemith  

 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us 
return to the one who is full of compassion. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 

Welcome to worship! 
 

Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual 
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ, 
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.  
 

Create a sacred space in your home. 
 

Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set 
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching 
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.  
 

 

 

PRELUDE 

                            
CONFESSION AND 
FORGIVENESS 
 
We begin our worship 
by freeing ourselves 
from the baggage we 
have carried around 
this week.  
 
It is liberating to admit 
that we are not perfect 
people, and to know 
that we have a God 
who loves and accepts 
us unconditionally.  
 
 



 

  

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds: 
Amen. 

 
God the Sculptor of the Mountains 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

            
 
 
GATHERING HYMN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

 

   

            
KYRIE 
 
During the seasons of 
Advent and Lent our 
worship is more 
meditative and 
reflective. Instead the 
Canticle of Praise 
(“Glory to God” or 
“This Is the Feast”) we 
sing the Kyrie, which 
means “Lord, heave 
mercy.” Through 
repentance we create 
space in our heart to 
receive Christ anew. 
 
During Lent, we use a 
simple chant-like 
melody for our liturgy 
that has been in use by 
Christians for 
centuries. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE 
DAY 
 
 
 
 



 

  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song  

 
 
  

Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 
you shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them 
or worship them. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the 
LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his 
name. 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you 
shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to 
the LORD your God; you shall not do any work — you, your son or 
your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 
therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be 
long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. You shall not 
murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall 
not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your 
neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or male or 
female servant, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 

 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
FIRST READING        
 
Exodus 20:1-17 
 
After escaping from 
slavery, the Israelites 
come to Mount Sinai, 
where God teaches 
them how to live in 
community. The Ten 
Commandments 
proclaim that God 
alone is worthy of 
worship. Flowing from 
God, the life of the 
community flourishes 
when based on 
honesty, trust, fidelity, 
and respect for life, 
family, and property. 
 
 
 



 

  

 

 
 

 
1. The law of the Lord is perfect; it revives the soul.  

The decrees of the Lord are steadfast; they give wisdom to the simple. 
 

2. The precepts of the Lord are right; they gladden the heart.   
The command of the Lord is clear; it gives light to the eyes. 
 

3. The fear of the Lord is pure, abiding forever.  
The judgments of the Lord are true; they are, all of them, just. 
 

4. They are more to be desired than gold, than quantities of gold.   
And sweeter are they than honey, than honey flowing from the comb.   

 
 

  For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 
  Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is 
the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 
and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 
  
The word of the Lord.       
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
PSALM 
 
Psalm 19 
 
The psalms were the 
original prayer book of 
God’s people and 
capture the full gamut 
of human emotion.  
 
The cantors sing the 
refrain, which is 
repeated by the 
assembly. The cantors 
sing the verses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND READING 
 
1 Corinthians 1:18-
25 
 
The word of the cross 
is pure foolishness and 
nonsense to the world 
because it claims that 
God is mostly revealed 
in weakness, 
humiliation, and death. 
But through such 
divine foolishness and 
weakness, God is 
working to save us. The 
center of Paul’s 
preaching is Christ 
crucified. 

 



 

  

 

 
 
 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John.                                                                    
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
  The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and 
doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip 
of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and 
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, 
"Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father's house a 
marketplace!"  His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for 
your house will consume me." The Jews then said to him, "What sign 
can you show us for doing this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up." The Jews then said, "This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?" But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 
that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word 
that Jesus had spoken. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.       
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 

 
GOSPEL 
ACCLAMATION    
 
We stand to welcome 
Christ, the living word 
of God, in the gospel 
reading.  
 
We fast from using the 
word “Alleluia” in 
worship during Lent so 
that we may sing it 
with renewed meaning 
and joy at Easter. 
 
 

 
 

GOSPEL 
 
John 2:13-22 
 
Jesus attacks the 
commercialization of 
religion by driving 
merchants out of the 
temple. When 
challenged, he 
responds mysteriously, 
with the first prediction 
of his own death and 
resurrection. In the 
midst of a seemingly 
stable religious center, 
Jesus suggests that the 
center itself has 
changed. 
 
 
 

CHILDRENS’ 
MESSAGE 
 

SERMON 
 
 

CHILDRENS’ 



 

  

  
Canticle of the Turning 

 

 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
 
We stand to proclaim 
the word of God in 
song. 
 



 

  

 
Returning to the Lord with all our hearts, let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

After each petition:   
 

You are our strength and our redeemer: 
grant us your wisdom, O God. 
 
Throughout our prayer we sing this refrain: 
 
 

 
 

 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.  

 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
 
The word “creed” 
comes from the Latin 
credo which simply 
means “I believe.”  
 
By professing our faith 
with these ecumenical 
words, we are one 
with Christians all 
around the world, no 
matter what else might 
divide us. 

 
 
 
 

 
PRAYERS OF 
INTERCESSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PEACE 
 

 
 
 



 

  

 
 Jesus Calls Us 

K. Lee Scott 
 
Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea; 
Day by day his sweet voice sounding, saying “Christian, follow me!” 
As of old the apostles heard it by the Galilean lake, 
Turned from home and toil and kindred, leaving all for Jesus’ sake. 
 
Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world’s golden store,  
From each idol that would keep us saying “Christian, love me more!” 
In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, 
Still he calls, in cares and pleasures, “Christian, love me more than these!” 
 
Jesus call us! By your mercies, Savior, may we hear your call, 
Give our hearts to your obedience, serve and love you best of all! 
Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea; 
Day by day his sweet voice sounding, saying “Christian, follow me!” 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
OFFERTORY 
 
You are invited to 
make your offering 
online at  
www.flc-lynn.org/give 
or by mail. Please 
continue to give during 
this time to support the 
ongoing ministry of our 
congregation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.flc-lynn.org/give


 

  

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In the Cross of Christ I Glory 
 

 
 

 
 

Be at peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 
Thanks be to God 
 

Chorale Prelude on RATHBUN 
Wilbur Held 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BLESSING 
 
SENDING SONG  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Nights in Lent 
  
Our church family gathers on Wednesday nights during the season of Lent to mark this holy time with 

a simple meal, conversation, and prayer. You are invited to take a break in the midst of your busy 

week to spend some time with God and each other. 

  

6:45 PM  |  Lenten Conversation Series 
Be the Bridge: Pursuing God's Heart for Racial Reconciliation 
 

Lent is a season of repentance, healing, and moving toward 

reconciliation. It's a time to examine our relationships with God and with 

our neighbor, particularly where there is conflict, hurt, or misunderstanding. 

This year we will read Latasha Morrison's award-winning book Be the Bridge: 

Pursuing God's Heart for Racial Reconciliation as a congregation. 

 

Morrison is a speaker, author, reconciler, bridge-builder and leader, 

committed to educating people on cultural intelligence and racial literacy. 

Her book explores the topics of racism and racial justice through the lens 

of the gospel. She brings together both sociologists and theologians to help 

Christians approach the topic not from a purely academic or theoretical standpoint, but by engaging 

Biblical themes such as humility, lament, confession, and forgiveness. 

 

We will gather on four Wednesday evenings in Lent (3/3, 3/10, 3/17, and 3/24) at 

6:45 PM. The book is available as a paperback or as e-Book, such as Kindle. 

 

7:45 PM  |  Lenten Evening Prayer 
Put the day away with a quiet, peaceful service of prayer. The service lasts about 30 minutes. 

  

Pastor Jon is also available for private confession and forgiveness on any of these nights. 

Sometimes it is a good and healthy thing to say what needs to be said out loud and receive the 

assurance of God’s unconditional love and forgiveness.  

 



 

  

MUSIC NOTES 
 
Paul Hindemith (1895 – 1963), a German composer, violinist, and conductor, wrote the prelude 
for today, which is taken from his second organ sonata. Because of the unrest in Germany in the 
period leading up to World War II, as well as the low opinion of his music by the Nazi party, 
Hindemith eventually emigrated to the United States in 1940, teaching primarily at Yale and 
composing. Hindemith eventually developed his own approach to harmony – going so far as to 
rewrite some of his early works to correspond with his new theories. The postlude, which is 
based on the melody of our sending hymn, was written by Wilbur Held, a contemporary 
American organist and composer.   
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   We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation, 
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As stewards of God’s creation, we use only 100% recycled paper for our worship bulletins, 
which saves trees, reduces solid waste, conserves water, saves energy and reduces emissions 
of greenhouse gases. When you are finished with this bulletin, please do your part by 
recycling it again. 
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