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We begin Holy Week today with a Sunday that has two names
and two very different feelings.
It is Palm Sunday where we stand in the shoes of the people of Jerusalem,
celebrating Jesus’ triumphal entry into the holy city.
It is also Passion Sunday where we stand with those who mock Jesus
and are silent in the face of injustice.
The abrupt shift in emotion mirrors our own lives,
where so much can change so quickly.
In the midst of our messy human existence,
which feels like both death and resurrection,
we gather to remember that Jesus stands with us, in our shoes,
offering his life that we might be whole again.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual gathering. God’s
work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ, joined together in a fellowship of
love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set aside this time for
worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture
of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several weeks, but we will be back together soon. We are
blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Chorale Prelude on Valet will ich dir geben
Jan Bender

PRELUDE

Today’s liturgy traditionally begins with a Procession of Palms through the
church. You are invited to grab a branch from your yard of any kind, or your
palm branch coloring page.
LITURGY OF
THE PALMS

PROCESSIONAL
GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 21:1-11

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead
of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them
and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs
them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been
spoken through the prophet, saying,“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is
coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.”

We are part of a long
line of people in need
of God’s saving grace
who rejoice as Christ
comes to open the
gates of justice and
bring heaven’s peace.

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is
this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF THE
PALMS
All raise their palms
branches high.

PROCESSIONAL
The Palm Sunday
procession derives from
a centuries-old tradition
of processing from the
Mount of Olives into
Jerusalem for worship
on the Sunday before
Easter. The procession
leads us to the cross of
Christ and into the
mystery of his passion.
Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of
the Lord. Blessed is
Jesus Christ, the infinite
love of God.

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord. Amen.

You are invited to wave your branches as you sing,
and march around the room triumphantly!

When the hymn is
concluded, we sing this
final acclamation.

PRAYER OF THE
PRAYER OF THE
DAY
DAY

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ…
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Isaiah 50:4–9a
Christians have seen in
this ancient Hebrew
poem a way to think of
Christ, enduring his
passion and readying
for his death.

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens — wakens my ear to
listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not
rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and
spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have
set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; the one who
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are
my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will
declare me guilty?
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 31
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.
It is as if we join with
Christ and with all who
are suffering as we
describe our distress
and ask for God to
rescue us.

SECOND READING
Philippians 2:5–11
Considered to be an
early Christian creed
and summarizing the
intent of Passion
Sunday, this passage
from Philippians
proclaims the whole
story of Jesus Christ,
who became human,
suffered death on the
cross, and was exalted
by God as our Lord.

1. In you, O Lord, I take refuge. Let me never be put to shame. In your justice set me free. Into
your hands I commend my spirit. It is you who will redeem me, Lord. In the face of all my
foes I am a reproach, an object of scorn to my neighbors and of fear to my friends.
2. Those who see me in the street run far away from me. I am like a dead man, forgotten in
men’s hearts, like a thing thrown away. Bust as for me, I trust in you, Lord, I say: “You are
my God.” My life is in your hands, deliver me from the hands of those who hate me.
3. Let your face shine on your servant, save me in your love Be strong, let your heart take
courage, all who hope in the Lord.

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being
found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death
— even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.

Verse: Christ humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him,
and gave him the name that is above every name.

THE PASSION OF
OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST
ACCORDING TO
MATTHEW
Through the teachings
and events of the
passion story we see
and hear the great
contradictions that
characterize the
coming of God’s reign.
The leader serves, the
empty disciples are
able to fill others,
proud Peter is revealed
in his cowardice, and
Jesus—the innocent
bringer of life—is
arrested, beaten,
executed, and buried.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
We stand to proclaim
the word of God in
song.

There In God’s Garden

NICENE CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

We will sing this refrain throughout our prayer:

PEACE
OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Sunset to Sunrise Changes Now
Clement of Alexandria (2nd c.)
Sunset to sunrise changes now, for God doth make his world anew;
On the Redeemer’s thorn-crowned brow the wonders of that dawn we view.
E’en though the sun withholds its light, lo, a more heavenly lamp shines here,
And from the cross on Calvary’s height gleams of eternity appear.
Here in o’erwhelming final strife the Lord of life hath victory,
And sin is slain, and death brings life, and earth inherits heaven’s key.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
BLESSING
SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Be at peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.
Thanks be to God.
Chorale Prelude on Vexilla Regis
Wilbur Held

Spotlight on Holy Week:
Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 9
6:30pm
With nightfall on Maundy Thursday our Lenten observance comes to
an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate
the Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection.
The odd word “maundy” comes from the Latin mandatum, which
means “command.” At the heart of this liturgy is Jesus'
commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his
disciples, we are called to follow his example as we humbly care for
one another, especially the poor and the unloved. While we cannot
do this together this year, we will enact this love in our homes by washing each other’s hands or
feet—an act that has taken on new and profound meaning recently.
We began Lent by confessing our sin and being marked with ashes. On this night we traditionally
receive a personal assurance of forgiveness as from Jesus himself. While we hear words of forgiveness
often in church, the words on this night are directed to us as individuals, reminding us that God knows
and loves each of us by name. We will enact this ritual in our homes as well.
Just as Jesus was stripped of his clothes by the Roman soldiers as he was led to the cross, the night
ends in total darkness with the stripping of the altar, as all the beautiful adornments in the church are
put away, preparing us for the starkness of Good Friday. You are invited to clear your home altars
during this time, putting away any holy images and items until Easter.
During this ritual the cantors sing a haunting rendition of Psalm 88, one of the few psalms that ends on
a note of abandonment. We hold on to this feeling until we gather again the next night, as we see
God at work in the death of Jesus, reconciling the world to himself.
The “Three Days” of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil are really one liturgy in three
acts. There is no blessing or conclusion; each night flows into the next. As a whole they proclaim
God’s victory over death and the joy of the resurrection.

Spotlight on Holy Week:
Good Friday
Friday, April 10
6:30pm
On the surface, it might seem crazy to refer to the day that Jesus
died as “good.” But while it is a solemn day, Good Friday is not
the “funeral Jesus never had.” Christians see the cross as God’s
victory over death.
At the heart of the Good Friday liturgy is the passion according
to John, which proclaims Jesus as a triumphant king who reigns
from the cross. The earliest title for this day—the triumph of the
cross—reminds us that the church gathers not to mourn this day but to celebrate Christ's life-giving
passion and to find strength and hope in the tree of life. Contrast the feel of John’s version of the
passion from Luke’s version, which we will hear on Palm Sunday.
The Good Friday liturgy is very simple and stark. Our time of prayer, however, is deeper and wider
than an ordinary Sunday. We pray an ancient prayer called the bidding prayer, in which the church
holds everyone and everything before God’s love.
The night concludes with a profound ritual called the veneration of the cross. A simple, wooden cross
is brought into the sanctuary and laid before the altar as each worshiper is invited to come forward
and “pay their respects,” so to speak: to bow before it, touch it, kneel or sit near it for a while, or lay
down some symbol of life’s burdens at its feet. You are invited to find a cross in your home and place
it in a central location so you may also participate in this ritual.
Unlike Maundy Thursday, which recalls Jesus’ abandonment by his disciples, this service does not end
in darkness, but on a note of hope with the hymn of triumph, anticipating the Easter Vigil the
following evening.

Spotlight on Holy Week:
The Easter Vigil
Saturday, April 11
6:30pm
On the eve of Easter, nearest the first full moon after the spring
equinox, we gather outside, kindling a new fire. Since our primal
beginnings, humans have gathered around fire for warmth, heat, and
each other’s company. Filled with the hope of spring and longing for
renewal, we celebrate the new creation brought to the world through
the death and resurrection of Christ.

LIGHT
The Easter Vigil begins outside. Just as Mary Magdalene and the other women gathered at Jesus’
tomb, expecting to find death, we gather as the three long days come to an end, and are also met
by a surprise. Instead of darkness, we find light. A new fire is lit. A new Easter candle is blessed and
inscribed with the new year, and its light is dispersed throughout the congregation. A voice rings out,
“Rejoice all you heavenly powers! Sing choirs of angels!” They are the first notes of a song of victory
that the church will gleefully sing in the face of death over the course of the night. If you have a
fireplace, you can light your own Easter fire as well, and choose a prominent candle to be your Easter
candle!

STORY
We gather to tell the story of our God from the beginning until this day: the Creation of the world, the
parting of the Red Sea, the prophecy of God’s life-giving wisdom, the deliverance of Jonah from the
whale, and the three young men in the fiery furnace. We will share these stories recorded in advance
from our homes. Ancient songs of praise are sung side by side with music from our own day. Each
story brings us closer and closer to the greatest one of all: Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, where
our lives are written into God’s story forever.

WATER
After remembering God’s saving help in ages past, we gather around the place where God saves us
today: the waters of baptism. We praise God for the gift of new life and renew the promise God
made to each of us in our own baptisms. We sing the litany of the saints, blessing God for our
ancestors in faith going as far back as we can remember and as recent as the past year. You are
invited to place a bowl of water on your home altar, splash it around, and trace the sign of the cross
on yourself and the members of your family.

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
Following worship at 11:30 AM, you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us on Zoom for a virtual
coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to this link and follow the instructions.
You may need to install a free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and
enter meeting ID 380 818 4970, then password 280. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to
check in!

Music notes
The prelude for today is based on the melody of our processional hymn, All Glory, Laud, and Honor. The postlude is
based on the ancient hymn The Royal Banners Forward Go that was first sung on November 19, 569. Although this
hymn is no longer in our hymnal, it was, for many years, one of the traditional hymns for Palm Sunday and Holy Week.
The text of this hymn was written by Venantius Fortunatus, the Bishop of Poitiers, who also wrote the text for Sing, my
Tongue, the Glorious Battle, which we often sing on Good Friday.
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