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Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire,
but in the sound of sheer silence.
When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear.
Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Amid the storms of life,
we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears.
In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist,
God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several weeks, but we will be back
together soon. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

Orgelkonzerte No. 2
Johann Gottfried Walther
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Gracious God,
you call us to step out in faith, trusting in you for all things.
We respond to your command but then sink in doubt and fear.
We hide from the challenges of living out our faith.
Forgive us, we pray, when we confess with our lips
but do not believe in our hearts.
Lift us into the arms of your mercy.
Though we are distracted by noise all around,
allow us to hear your quiet voice.
We pray in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Oh, Sing to the Lord / Cantad al Señor

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In the summer, our
liturgy comes from
Now the Feast and
Celebration, a
contemporary and
easily singable setting
by Marty Haugen.
This canticle draws
from the imagery of
God’s victory over sin
and death in the book
of Revelation.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song
FIRST READING
1 Kings 19:9-18
On Mount Horeb,
where God had
appeared to Moses
with typical signs of
God’s presence—
earthquake, wind, and
fire—Elijah now
experienced God in
“sheer silence.” God
assured Elijah that he is
not the only faithful
believer. Seven
thousand Israelites are
still loyal. God
instructed Elijah to
anoint two men as
kings and to anoint
Elisha as his own
successor.

At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the
night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are
you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for
the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”
He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord,
for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so
strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind
an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a
sound of sheer silence.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM
Psalm 85
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The choir
sings the verses.

1. I will hear what the Lord God speaks; he speaks of peace for his people
and his faithful. His salvation is near for those who fear him, and his
glory will dwell in our land.
2. Merciful love and faithfulness have met; justice and peace have kissed.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth, and justice look down from
heaven.
3. Also the Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its
increase. Justice will march before him, and guide his steps on the way.

SECOND READING
Romans 10:5-15
A right relationship
with God is not
something we achieve
by heroic efforts. It is a
gift received in the
proclamation whose
content is Jesus Christ.
This proclaimed word
creates our faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Hence Christian
proclamation is an
indispensable
component of God’s
saving actions.

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from
the law, that “the person who does these things will live by them.” But
the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your
heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down)
“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up
from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your
lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);
because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For
one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with
the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes
in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call
on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.”
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim
him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.

GOSPEL
Matthew 14:22-33
Matthew’s gospel
typically portrays Jesus’
disciples as people of
“little faith,” who fail
despite their best
intentions. In this story,
Matthew shows how
Jesus comes to the
disciples when they
are in trouble and
sustains them in their
time of fear and doubt.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to
the other side of the Sea of Galilee, while he dismissed the crowds.
And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the
wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on
the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out
in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is
I; do not be afraid.”
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat,
started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he
noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink,
he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand
and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

HYMN OF THE DAY

When Peace Like a River

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION and
THE LORD’S
PRAYER

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Throughout our prayer we sing this refrain:

After each petition:

Hear us, holy God:
Save us, we pray.

PEACE
OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Send Down Thy Peace, O God
Daniel Gawthrop
Send down thy truth, O God: too long the shadows frown;
Too long the darkened way we’ve trod: thy truth, O Lord, send down.
Send down they spirit free, till wilderness and town,
One temple for thy worship be: thy spirit, O send down.
Send down thy love, thy life, our lesser lives to crown,
And cleanse them of their hate and strife: thy living love send down.
Send down thy peace, O Lord: earth’s bitter voices drown
In one deep ocean of accord: thy peace, O Lord, send down.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
BLESSING
My Life Flows On In Endless Song

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Be at peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
Toccata in E Minor
Johann Pachelbel

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
Following worship at 11:30 AM, you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us on
Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a
free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter
meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

Music notes
The prelude for today is one of Johann Gottfried Walther’s (1684 – 1748) organ transcriptions of
Italian orchestral music. Walther spent the majority of his career working in the German city of
Weimar, where the local monarch, Prince Johann Ernst, was a great fan of Italian music. Not
surprisingly, music in the Italian style became quite popular in and around Weimar. For these pieces,
Walther simply adapted the original orchestral music for use on the organ – a practice that today
would be considered a violation of copyright laws if done without the original composer’s permission.
In Walther’s day, though, it was thought of as a compliment to the composer – if the music had not
been worthy, Walther would not have taken the time to transcribe it. The postlude is a piece by the
German Baroque composer Johann Pachelbel (1653 – 1706).
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