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August 16, 2020

In Isaiah we hear that
God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people
and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel.
The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider,
who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter.
As Jesus commends her bold faith,
how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society?
In our gathering around word and sacrament
we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Meditation
Jeanne Cotter

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Holy God,
we confess we have not been obedient to your will for us.
We have sought justice for ourselves,
but neglected justice for others.
We have insisted on our rights,
but have not lived rightly in our relationships.
We have desired mercy for our sins,
but we have not offered mercy to those who have sinned against us.
Help us to love as you have loved us,
that our lives may testify to your abounding grace
though Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

In Christ There Is No East or West

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In the summer, our
liturgy comes from
Now the Feast and
Celebration, a
contemporary and
easily singable setting
by Marty Haugen.
This canticle draws
from the imagery of
God’s victory over sin
and death in the book
of Revelation.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song
FIRST READING
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
The prophet calls upon
Israel to do justice in
view of God’s
imminent intervention
to save. Righteousness
and obedience define
who belongs to the
Israelite community—
not race, nationality, or
any other category.

Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for
soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed. And
the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to
love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the
sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant — these I
will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of
prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my
altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.
Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will
gather others to them besides those already gathered.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM
Psalm 67
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The choir
sings the verses.

SECOND READING
Romans 11:1-2a, 2932
God has not rejected
Israel. Rather, the call
and gifts of God are
irrevocable so that,
while all have been
disobedient, God has
mercy upon all.

1. O God, be gracious and bless us and let your face shed its light upon us
so will your ways be known upon earth, and all nations learn of your
saving help.
2. Let the nations be glad and exult for you rule the whole world with
justice. With fairness you rule all the peoples and you guide all the
nations on earth.
3. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. May
God still give us his blessing till the ends of the earth revere him.

Paul writes: I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no
means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member
of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he
foreknew, for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as
you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy
because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in
order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive
mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be
merciful to all.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.

GOSPEL
Matthew 15:21-28
Jesus teaches his
disciples that true
purity is a matter of the
heart rather than
outward religious
observances. Almost
immediately, this
teaching is tested
when a woman
considered to be a
religious outsider
approaches him for
help.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and
Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and
started shouting, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter
is tormented by a demon." But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, "Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us." He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel." But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord,
help me." He answered, "It is not fair to take the children's food and
throw it to the dogs." She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters' table." Then Jesus answered her,
"Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And
her daughter was healed instantly.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

Healer of Our Every Ill

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION and
THE LORD’S
PRAYER

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Throughout our prayer we sing this refrain:

After each petition:

________ God:
Help us, O Lord.

PEACE
OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Jesus, Lover of My Soul
David Greatrix
Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high.
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, till the storm of life is past;
Safe into the haven guide; Oh, receive my soul at last.
Other refuge have I none, hangs my helpless soul on Thee;
Leave, ah! leave me not alone, still support and comfort me.
All my trust on Thee is stayed, all my help from Thee I bring;
Cover my defenseless head with the shadow of Thy wing.
Thou, O Christ, art all I want, more than all in Thee I find;
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, and lead the blind.
Just and holy is Thy Name, source of all true righteousness;
Thou art evermore the same, thou art full of truth and grace.
Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cover all my sin;
Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art, freely let me take of Thee;
Spring Thou up within my heart; rise to all eternity.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING
Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Be at peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
BWV 846
J.S. Bach

Music notes
The postlude for today was written by J.S. Bach (1685-1750) and is taken from his Well Tempered
Clavier collection. Bach published the first volume of this collection (which contained 24 pieces, one in
each key) in 1722 and published a second volume (24 more pieces) in 1742. These two collections,
often referred to as “The 48,” are among some of the most influential pieces in the history of
Western music. Not only are they a comprehensive catalogue of composition and technique during
Bach’s era, but they have inspired many other composers to write similar collections. Well-Tempered
refers to a specific method of tuning keyboard instruments that was developed during Bach’s lifetime.
Because of certain difficulties in tuning keyboard instruments (a topic far too lengthy and complicated
for this forum), early methods of tuning rendered certain keys so “out of tune” that they were
practically unusable. Although well-temperament was an early system that allowed the use of all
available keys, certain keys were still more in tune than others. Our modern system, equaltemperament, distributes all of the inconsistencies equally, making all of the keys equally out of tune.
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