TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Service of the Word
First Lutheran Church, Lynn, MA
August 23, 2020

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors
as the rock from which they were hewn.
Jesus declares that the church will be built
on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith.
God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission.
Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice,
using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ.
From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Danses de Travers
Erik Satie

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
God our strength,
We confess that we have trusted in ourselves and not in you.
We have put our own wants before the needs of others.
What we thought would make us happy has left us longing for more.
Come and be our rock.
Have mercy on our pride,
and rebuild us on the foundation of Christ, your Son,
that we may be alive in your presence and serve you.
Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Take My Life, That I May Be

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In the summer, our
liturgy comes from
Now the Feast and
Celebration, a
contemporary and
easily singable setting
by Marty Haugen.
This canticle draws
from the imagery of
God’s victory over sin
and death in the book
of Revelation.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song
FIRST READING
Isaiah 51:1-6
Just as God had called
Abraham and Sarah
and given them many
descendants, so now
God offers comfort to
Zion. God’s
deliverance will come
soon and will never
end.

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the
LORD. Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry
from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah
who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him
and made him many. For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort
all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her
desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in
her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. Listen to me, my people, and
give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and
my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance
swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your
eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens
p
h smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment,
will vanish like
r live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be
and those who
forever, and amy deliverance will never be ended.
s
e

The word of the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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Acts 1:6-14

PSALM
Psalm 138
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The choir
sings the verses.

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart; you have heard the words of my
mouth. In the presence of the angels I praise you. I bow down toward
your holy temple.
2. I give thanks to your name for your merciful love and your faithfulness.
On the day I called, you answered me; you increased the strength of my
soul.
3. The Lord is high, yet he looks on the lowly, and the haughty he knows
from afar. O Lord, your merciful love is eternal; discard not the work of
your hands.

SECOND READING
Romans 12:1-8
In response to God’s
merciful activity, we
are to worship by living
holistic, God-pleasing
lives.

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies
of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God — what is
good and acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not
to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God
has assigned.

For as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body
in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;
the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.

GOSPEL
Matthew 16:13-20
At a climactic point in
Jesus’ ministry, God
reveals to Peter that
Jesus is “the Messiah,
the Son of the living
God,” and Jesus
responds with the
promise of a church
that will overcome the
very gates of Hades.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" And
they said, "Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you
say that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of
the living God." And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon son
of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven." Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

HYMN OF THE DAY

There’s a Wideness In God’s Mercy

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION and
THE LORD’S
PRAYER

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Throughout our prayer we sing this refrain:

After each petition:

________ God, hear our prayer:
your steadfast love endures forever.

PEACE
OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Lord, Be Thy Word My Rule
K. Lee Scott
Lord, be thy word my rule; in it may I rejoice;
Thy glory be my aim, thy holy will my choice;
Thy promises my hope; thy providence my guard;
Thine arm my strong support; thyself my great reward.
O Thou, thy Way, the Truth, the Life, O Jesu, mighty Lord,
Eternal Light, Eternal Son, by hosts of heav’n adored,
O feed thy weary pilgrims, Lord, to Zion’s mountain bring,
There to keep a heav’nly feast with thee, our Prophet, Priest, and King.
Lord, be thy word my rule; in it may I rejoice;
Thy glory be my aim, thy holy will my choice;
Thy promises my hope; thy providence my guard;

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING
The Church’s One Foundation

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Be at peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
Chorale Prelude on AURELIA
Anne Krentz Organ

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
Following worship at 11:30 AM, you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us on
Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a
free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter
meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

Music notes
The prelude for today, Danses de Travers (Crooked Dances), is a collection of three pieces written by
the eccentric French composer, Erik Satie (1866 – 1925). Much of Satie’s music, including these pieces,
is a product of his many writings on the subject of music composition. From the 15th century through
Satie’s era, a great deal of French instrumental music was based on various dances (Sarabande, Minuet,
etc.). Many of Satie’s contemporaries, including Debussy (with whom he had various altercations),
continued to write music in these forms, which Satie thought to be antiquated. In these pieces, Satie
writes melodies with unusual intervals and alters the rhythms in unexpected ways thus making them
“crooked.” The postlude, written by the contemporary American composer Anne Krentz Organ, is
based on the melody of our sending hymn.
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