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Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community.
Jesus’ words in today's gospel offer a way of dealing with conflict in the church.
The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways,
and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law.
We gather in the name of Christ,
assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Meditation
Bob Moore

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Holy God,
we confess that we fail to put our trust in you completely.
Instead, we calculate our gains and losses,
hoarding the things that do not lead to abundant life.
Forgive us, and help us to treasure only you,
that we may follow you faithfully,
and discover the blessings only you can give.
Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In the summer, our
liturgy comes from
Now the Feast and
Celebration, a
contemporary and
easily singable setting
by Marty Haugen.
This canticle draws
from the imagery of
God’s victory over sin
and death in the book
of Revelation.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Ezekiel 33:10-11

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said:
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away
because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them, As I live, says
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that
the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from
your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 119
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The choir
sings the verses.

1. Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end.
Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it
with all my heart. Lead me in the path of | your commandments, for that
is my desire. Incline my heart to | your decrees and not to unjust gain.
2. Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way. Fulfill
your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you. Turn away
the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good. Behold, I
long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me.
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SECOND READING
Romans 13:8-14
The obligation of
Christians is to love one
another and so fulfill
the heart and goal of
the law. Clothes make
the person as we “put
on the Lord Jesus
Christ” and live today
in light of the future
God has in store for us.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one
who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You
shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal;
You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up
in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to
a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now
than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near.
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus offers practical
advice to his disciples
on how individuals—
and the church as a
whole—should go
about restoring
relationships when one
member has sinned
against another.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples: If another member of the church
sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are
alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if
you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that
every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church;
and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you
agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I
am there among them."
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

In All Our Grief

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION and
THE LORD’S
PRAYER

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Throughout our prayer we sing this refrain:

After each petition:

O God, _____________, in your mercy,
hear us and help us.

PEACE
Create in Me
Terre Johnson

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
And renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from thy presence,
And take not thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of thy salvation
And uphold me with thy free spirit.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Be at peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
Chorale Prelude on LAUDA ANIMA
Anne Krentz Organ

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
Following worship at 11:30 AM, you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us on
Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a
free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter
meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

Music notes
Today’s postlude, written by the contemporary American composer Anne Krentz Organ, is based on
the melody of our gathering hymn, Praise My Soul the God of Heaven. This melody was composed by
John Goss in 1868 specifically to accompany the text that we are singing today. He named the tune
LAUDA ANIMA – a Latin translation of the first lines of the hymn, Praise my Soul. Interestingly, he
composed four different harmonizations – one for each stanza intending to interpret the texts. The
tune first appeared in the appendix to Robert Brown Borthwick's Supplemental Hymn and Tune Book
(1869) and has been called one of the finest tunes that arose out of the Victorian era. A reviewer in
The Musical Times, June 1869, said, "It is at once the most beautiful and dignified hymn tune which has
lately come under our notice."
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