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Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say
reveals surprises in the reign of God.
In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair,
while God offers repentance and new life.
Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility,
putting the interests of others above our own.
Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup,
we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Variations on LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER
Curt Oliver

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
As loving parents have compassion for their children, God has
compassion for us. Confident in God’s love, let us confess our sins.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous and faithful God,
We confess that we have not lived as your children.
We have honored you with our words,
but we have denied you with our actions.
We have acted with selfish ambition instead of a servant’s heart.
We have put our interests before the interests of others
and have not regarded them in humility.
Forgive us our arrogance, awaken our hearts to sincere repentance,
and enable us do what pleases you and serves our neighbor,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Dearest Jesus at Your Word

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In autumn, our liturgy
comes from Setting
One in Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, our
red hymnal. Traditional
yet bright and fresh, it
was composed in 2005
and has become
quickly beloved
because of its beauty
and ease of singing.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Ezekiel 18: 25–28
Ezekiel challenges
those who think they
cannot change because
of what their parents
were and did, or who
think they cannot
reverse their own
previous behavior. God
insistently invites
people to turn and live.
e of Gen

You say, "The way of the LORD is unfair." Hear now, O house
of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When
the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity,
they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall
die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life.
Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions
that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet
the house of Israel says, "The way of the LORD is unfair." O house of
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity
will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in
the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 25
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The choir
sings the verses.

1. Lord, make me know your ways. Teach me your paths. Guide me in
your truth, and teach me; for you are the God of my salvation.
2. Remember your compassion, O Lord, and your merciful love, for they are
from of old. In your merciful love remember me, because of your
goodness, O Lord.

s

3. Good andiupright is the Lord; he shows the way to sinners. He guides
the humble
s in right judgment; to the humble he teaches his way.

1
:

SECOND READING
Philippians 2:1-13
As part of a call for
harmony rather than
self-seeking, Paul uses a
very early Christian
hymn that extols the
selflessness of Christ in
his obedient death on
the cross. Christ’s
selfless perspective is to
be the essential
perspective we share as
the foundation for
Christian accord.

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation
from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy,
make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the
interests of others.
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form,
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me,
not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work
out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at
work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.
Verse:

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;
I know them and they follow me. (John 10:27)

GOSPEL
Matthew 21:23-32
After driving the
moneychangers out of
the temple (21:12),
Jesus begins teaching
there. His authority is
questioned by the
religious leaders, who
are supposed to be in
charge of the temple.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders
of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you
tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do
these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of
human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if
we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard
John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And
he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing
these things.
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first
and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' He answered, 'I
will not'; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to
the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did
not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The
first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him,
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him."
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION and
THE LORD’S
PRAYER

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
After each petition:

We pray to you, faithful God:
Hear our cries, and receive our prayers.

Show Me Thy Ways
Walter Pelz

OFFERTORY
Show me thy ways O Lord, teach me thy paths;
Lead me in thy truth and teach me;
For thou art the God of my salvation.
And on thee do I wait all the day.
Show me thy ways O Lord, teach me thy paths.
Lead me in thy truth.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING
Voices Raised to You

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Be at peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
Meditation on BEACH SPRING
John Carter

Joseph: A Story of Resilience
Fall book group!
One thing this pandemic has required of us all is resilience. A new
book by Meg Warner explores this theme using the biblical story of
Joseph, and how he responds to the traumatic events that threaten
to overwhelm him. Subjects addressed along the way include gender
and sexual abuse, illness and stigma, the refugee crisis, modern-day
slavery and intractable international conflicts.
Lacing her commentary with telling anecdotes from her own life
story, Meg Warner shows how a deeper understanding of Joseph’s
story can help you develop the vital quality of resilience: the will and
the strength to endure life’s hardships and rise above the effects of
trauma whenever it may strike. How can story-telling help
Christians increase their own resilience, as well as the resilience of
their communities of faith?
‘This book is electric. Meg Warner has that rare knack of using personal story to bring the biblical
story to life. It makes for compulsive reading.’ - Nicholas Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury
The book is available from Amazon and Barnes and Noble in paperback or as an e-Book, or at your
favorite local bookstore.
Please RSVP below to indicate your preferred time to meet via Zoom to discuss!

https://forms.gle/EEHyVqKXEhfSw7JS9

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
Following worship at 11:30 AM, you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us on
Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a
free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter
meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

Music notes
The Prelude for today is a set of variations written Curt Oliver (a contemporary American composer)
based on the melody of our gathering hymn, Dearest Jesus at Your Word. This melody, which was
written to accompany this text in the original German, was composed by Johann Rudolf Ahle (1625 –
1673), a German theologian, organist, and composer. Today, he is much more remembered for the
choral music he composed rather than his organ music. The postlude is based on the melody of our
hymn of the day, Lord Whose Love in Humble Service, a hymn tune named BEACH SPRING. This melody
first appeared in the early American hymnal The Sacred Harp, a collection of over 250 hymns that was
first published in 1844. B.F. White (1800 – 1879) and E.J. King (1821 – 1844) collected, edited, and
composed the various tunes in this book, which is the earliest and one of the most important hymnals
in the uniquely American tradition of shape note singing. In this style, the notes of the scale are
assigned different shapes that are then used to notate the melodies on the page – allowing those that
are unfamiliar with traditional notation to read the music. The hymn tune is a (misspelled) tribute to
the Beech Spring Baptist Church in Pine Mountain, Georgia.
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