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In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable,
which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death.
For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love
poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin.
Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism,
we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings
and know the power of his resurrection.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Meditation on LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Lee Dengler

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
As loving parents have compassion for their children, God has
compassion for us. Confident in God’s love, let us confess our sins.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous and faithful God,
We confess that we have not lived as your children.
We have honored you with our words,
but we have denied you with our actions.
We have acted with selfish ambition instead of a servant’s heart.
We have put our interests before the interests of others
and have not regarded them in humility.
Forgive us our arrogance, awaken our hearts to sincere repentance,
and enable us do what pleases you and serves our neighbor,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

God the Sculptor of the Mountains

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In autumn, our liturgy
comes from Setting
One in Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, our
red hymnal. Traditional
yet bright and fresh, it
was composed in 2005
and has become
quickly beloved
because of its beauty
and ease of singing.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Isaiah 5:1-7
The prophet sings a
sad, parable-like love
song about the
relationship between
God and Israel. In this
song Israel is compared
to a promising
vineyard. Despite
God’s loving care, the
vineyard that is Israel
has brought forth “wild
grapes” of injustice and
distress, when fine
grapes of justice and
righteousness were
expected.

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his
vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it
and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in
it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now,
inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and
my vineyard. What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have
not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield
wild grapes?
And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will
remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be
pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I
will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice,
but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 80
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The choir
sings the verses.

You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it.
You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land. The mountains
were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. You
stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river. Why have
you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? The
wild boar of the first has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed
upon it. Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and
tend this vine;spreserve what your right hand has planted.
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SECOND READING
Philippians 3:4b-14
Paul reviews some of
his supposed
credentials, which no
longer have any
bearing in comparison
to the right relationship
he has been given
through the death of
Christ. The power of
Christ’s resurrection
motivates him to press
on toward the ultimate
goal, eternal life with
Christ.

Paul write: If anyone else has reason to be confident in the
flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews;
as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss
because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because
of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I
have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I
want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing
of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may
attain the resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached
the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has
made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my
own but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of
the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.
Verse:

Jesus says, I chose you and appointed you
to go and bear fruit that will last. (John 15:16)

GOSPEL
Matthew 21:33-46
Jesus tells a parable to
the religious leaders
who are plotting his
death, revealing that
their plans will,
ironically, bring about
the fulfillment of
scripture.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the
people: Listen to another
parable. There was a
landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around
it, dug a wine press in it, and
built a watchtower. Then he
leased it to tenants and went
to another country. When
the harvest time had come,
he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another.
Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated
them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They
will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.' So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and
killed him.
Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those tenants?" They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give
him the produce at the harvest time."
Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was
the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'?
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls."
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables,
they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest
him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a
prophet.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY

O Blessed Spring

HOLY BAPTISM AND RITE OF RECEPTION
PRESENTATION

The candidates for baptism and parents gather with the minister at the font.
After the parents make their promises, the assembly makes theirs:

People of God, do you promise to support Evan, Sean, and Bradley,
and pray for them in their new lives in Christ?
We do.

PROFESSION OF
FAITH

The minister first addresses the candidates.
Then, the whole congregation joins in confessing their baptismal faith.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT
THE FONT

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Water is poured into
the font during the
thanksgiving. At the
font, the presiding
minister begins the
thanksgiving.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

BAPTISM

After the each baptism, the assembly sings an alleluia:

The minister baptizes
each candidate. The
candidate is immersed
into the water, or water
is poured on the
candidate's head.

LAYING ON OF
HANDS AND
ANOINTING
Laying both hands on
the head of each of the
newly baptized, the
minister prays for the
gift of the Holy Spirit
The minister marks the
sign of the cross on the
forehead of each of the
baptized with fragrant
oil blessed by the
bishop called chrism.

PRAYERS OF

We give you thanks, O God…
…in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

CLOTHING WITH A
GARMENT
A white garment
symbolizing the
righteousness of Christ
is given to the baptized.

PRESENTATION OF
THE CANDLE
A lighted candle may
be given to each of the
newly baptized

WELCOME

Through baptism, you have been received into the household of God,
entrusted with the good news of Jesus Christ, and strengthened to serve
by the holy and life-giving Spirit.
Let us rejoice in welcoming all our new brothers in Christ!
With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you!
Share with us in the ministry of Christ,
for we are all one in him.

RITE OF
RECEPTION

LAYING ON OF
HANDS
WELCOME

The makes her promises, then the assembly makes theirs:

People of God,
do you promise to support and pray for Kristie in her life in Christ?
We will, with God’s help.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION and
THE LORD’S
PRAYER

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

After each petition:

We pray to you, O God our _______________:
in mercy, receive our prayers.

We Are a Garden Walled Around
Robert Buckley Farlee
We are a garden walled around, chosen and made peculiar ground:
A little spot in-closed by grace out of the world’s wide wilderness.
Like trees of myrrh and spice we stand planted by God the Father’s hand;
And all his springs in Sion flow, to make the young plantation grow.
Let my Beloved come and taste his pleasant fruits at his own feast.
“I come, my spouse, I come,” he cries, with love and pleasure in his eyes.
Our Lord into the garden comes, well pleased to smell our poor perfumes,
And calls us to a feast divine, sweeter than honey, milk, or wine.
Jesus we will frequent thy board, and sing the praises of our Lord:
But the rich food on which we live demands more praise than tongues can
give.

PEACE

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
BLESSING
SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

All Creatures Worship God Most High (attr. St. Francis)

Be at peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
Meditation on LASST UNS ERFREUEN
John Carter

Joseph: A Story of Resilience
Fall book group!
One thing this pandemic has required of us all is resilience. A new
book by Meg Warner explores this theme using the biblical story of
Joseph, and how he responds to the traumatic events that threaten
to overwhelm him. Subjects addressed along the way include gender
and sexual abuse, illness and stigma, the refugee crisis, modern-day
slavery and intractable international conflicts.
Lacing her commentary with telling anecdotes from her own life
story, Meg Warner shows how a deeper understanding of Joseph’s
story can help you develop the vital quality of resilience: the will and
the strength to endure life’s hardships and rise above the effects of
trauma whenever it may strike. How can story-telling help
Christians increase their own resilience, as well as the resilience of
their communities of faith?
‘This book is electric. Meg Warner has that rare knack of using personal story to bring the biblical
story to life. It makes for compulsive reading.’ - Nicholas Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury
The book is available from Amazon and Barnes and Noble in paperback or as an e-Book, or at your
favorite local bookstore.
Please RSVP below to indicate your preferred time to meet via Zoom to discuss!

https://forms.gle/EEHyVqKXEhfSw7JS9
Today’s commemoration
St. Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church (1182–1226)
Francis was the son of a wealthy cloth merchant. In a public confrontation with his father he
renounced his wealth and future inheritance and devoted himself to serving the poor. Francis
described this act as being “wedded to Lady Poverty.” Under his leadership the Order of Friars Minor
(Franciscans) was formed, and they understood literally Jesus’ words to his disciples that they should
take nothing on their journey and receive no payment for their work. Their task in preaching was to
“preach the gospel, using words if necessary.” Francis had a spirit of gladness and gratitude for all of
God’s creation. This commemoration has been a traditional time to bless pets and animals, creatures
Francis called his brothers and sisters.

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
Following worship at 11:30 AM, you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us on
Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a
free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter
meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

Music notes
Today’s prelude and postlude are both based on the melody of our sending hymn, All Creatures of Our
God and King. This melody is named LASST UNS ERFREUEN (Let us rejoice most heartily) after the first
phrase of the hymn text with which it was originally paired. The tune was first published in a 1623
German hymnal that was edited by Friedrich Spee, a Jesuit priest who is also credited with composing
the melody and writing the original German text with which it was initially paired. This melody became
popular throughout the English-speaking church after its inclusion in the 1906 English Hymnal by R.
Vaughn Williams.
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