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In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come,
when God will wipe away death forever.
In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come,
so the invitation is extended to others.
In our liturgy God spreads a table before us.
Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God
which surpasses all understanding.
With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord,
and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others
hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

Welcome to worship!
Today we are one congregation, some of us gathered in person and some in spirit. God is alive and
present to all of us no matter where we are, holding us together as one the Body of Christ. We pray for
the day when we can all safely gather in the same place. Until then, we trust that God’s invitation to
this “feast of victory” transcends the spaces between us and welcomes us all in.

We covenant to keep one another safe.
If you are gathered at church today, you have made a mutual promise with your fellow worshippers to
maintain a physical distance of at least six feet, and to wear a mask over your nose and mouth for the
entire time we are together. Please do not remove your mask to speak, no matter how tempted you
might be to do so. Please refrain from handshaking, embracing, and other physical touch.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Variations on SCHMÜCKE DICH
Curt Oliver

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us come before the throne of God, the mercy seat, with all of our
humanity, open to the peace of promised forgiveness.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,
You invite us to your feast, and we do not come.
You beg us to give thanks for life, and we fail in our thanksgiving.
You have made for us a wonderful earth, and we neglect the gift.
Forgive us for what we have done
and for abandoning the pathway you desire for us.
Be our guide and conscience.
Turn our feet and hands to your will,
that all we do might give glory to you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In autumn, our liturgy
comes from Setting
One in Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, our
red hymnal. Traditional
yet bright and fresh, it
was composed in 2005
and has become
quickly beloved
because of its beauty
and ease of singing.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Isaiah 25:1-9
After a hymn of praise
acknowledging God as
a shelter for the poor,
the prophet portrays a
wonderful victory
banquet at which
death—which in
ancient Canaan was
depicted as a monster
swallowing up
everyone—will be
swallowed up forever.
The prophet urges
celebration of this
victory of salvation.

O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your
name; for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old,
faithful and sure. For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and
a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of
aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of
clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a
feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with
marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is
spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for
the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice
in his salvation.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 23
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.
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Verses:
1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green
are the pastures where he gives me repose. Near restful waters he leads
me; he revives my soul.
2. He guides me along the right path, for the sake of his name. Though I
should walk in the valley of the shadow of death, no evil would I fear, for
you are with me. Your crook and your staff will give me comfort.
3. You have prepared a table before me in the sight of my foes. My head
you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing.
4. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life. In the
Lord’s own house shall I dwell for length of days unending.

SECOND READING
Philippians 4:1-9
Though writing from
prison and facing an
uncertain future, Paul
calls on the Philippians
to rejoice and give
thanks to God no
matter what the
circumstance. God’s
peace is with us and
binds together our
hearts and minds in
Jesus Christ, especially
when things around us
do not seem peaceful.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the
God of peace will be with you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.
Verse:

GOSPEL
Matthew 22:1-14
Jesus tells a parable
indicating that the
blessings of God’s
kingdom are available
to all, but the invitation
is not to be taken
lightly.

This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in God’s salvation.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding
banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he
sent other slaves, saying, 'Tell those who have been invited: Look, I
have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.'
But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to
his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and
killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those
murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, 'The
wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into
the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding
banquet.' Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom
they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with
guests
But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him,
'Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?' And he was
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.' For many are called, but few are
chosen."
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Now We Join In Celebration

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

After each petition:

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
As part of our safety
protocols, we will not
be passing the offering
plate. You may place
your offering in the
designated basket, or
give online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

We pray for the ______, O God our ________:
receive our prayers.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

GREAT
THANKSGIVING
The presider gives
thanks for God’s
faithfulness in every
time and place and
prays for the Spirit’s
presence in the meal
we share.
You are invited to
open and extend your
arms along with the
pastor as we pray,
signifying our openness
to and dependence on
God.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

…Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, forever and ever.

THE LORD’S
PRAYER

God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO
COMMUNION

Receive what you are: the body of Christ.
May we become what we receive.

The presider
Welcome
continues to
giving
God’s
thanks
table.
for God’s faithfulness in every time and
place and prays for the Spirit’s presence in the meal we share. You are
Today
we will
receive
communion
byarms
individual
households.
invited
to open
and
extend your
along with
the pastor as we pray,
Please
remain
at
least
six
feet
apart
as
you
come
signifying our openness to and dependence onforward.
God.
Please sanitize your hands using your own sanitizer or at the station provided.

…Foryou
as reach
often the
as we
eatyou
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this remove
bread and
When
altar,
yourdrink
mask.from this cup,
Stretch
your hands
to receive
theuntil
breadhe
and
consume it.
we out
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the Lord’s
death
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Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Then take a pre-filled cup of juice from the tray.
Please step away from the tray before opening and consuming the cup.
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in back
him, on
in the
unity
of the to
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Place the used cup into…Through
the container,
and
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yourand
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before
returning
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all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, forever and ever.

For those at home: You are a part of this celebration! You are united to Jesus in the sacrifice of his
body and blood, which we receive by faith. You are also one with the whole body of Christ in prayer
and thanksgiving for this gift. In remembrance of this, you are invited to join in the
prayer that appears on your screen.
If you cannot come to church today and would like to receive communion during the week, please
e-mail me at pastor@flclynn.org or call or text 978-395-1390 so we can make an appointment.

LAMB OF GOD
To call Jesus the “lamb
of God” is to identify
him with the Passover
lamb in the Jewish
scriptures. In ancient
temple worship, the
lamb symbolically bore
the sins of the people
in sacrifice, and was
then shared as a sign
of God’s forgiveness.
In Holy Communion,
we feast on the
presence of Christ,
who has freed us from
sin and death.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
Sent Forth By God’s Blessing
BLESSING
SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
Meditation on SCHMÜCKE DICH
Anne Krentz Organ

Joseph: A Story of Resilience
Begins this Wednesday!
Thank you to everyone who signed up for our fall book group on
resilience through the lens of Joseph's story in the Bible! The time
that worked for the most people who responded to the survey was
to meet was Wednesday evenings at 7 PM.
We will gather for three sessions, October 14, 21, and 28 on
Zoom to discuss the book. Even if this is not your ideal or
preferred time, we hope that for three sessions it will work. If there
is interest, we could also add a one-time weekend option of
Saturday or Sunday afternoon.
The book is available from Amazon and Barnes and Noble in
paperback or as an e-Book, or at your favorite local bookstore.

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
At 12:00 PM (or shortly after worship concludes) you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack
and join us on Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use
video chat, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may
need to install a free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 2056099 and enter meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will
allow us to check in!

Music notes
Today’s prelude and postlude are both based on the melody of our hymn of the day, Now We Join in
Celebration. This melody is named SCHMÜCKE DICH after the first line of the text for which it was
written – Soul Adorn Yourself with Gladness (488 in our hymnal). This melody was composed by Johann
Crüger (1598 – 1662) to accompany Johann Franck’s text. Crüger, a German musician, studied at the
Jesuit College in Olmutz, the Poets’ School in Regensburg, as well as the University of Wittenberg.
Moving to Berlin in 1615 he eventually became the Cantor at the Lutheran Church of St. Nicholas.
Throughout the remainder of his life, he composed and published music as well as music instruction
manuals. A lifetime advocate of congregational singing, Crüger was the editor of the 1647 hymnal Praxis
Pietatis Melica (Practice of Piety in Song) which was the most successful and widely known Lutheran
hymnal of the 17th century. Crüger also composed many other melodies that we still sing, including
JESU, MEINE FREUDE (Jesus, Priceless Treasure), HERZLIEBSTER JESU (Ah, Holy Jesus), and NUN DANKET
ALLE GOTT (Now Thank We All Our God).
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We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation,
welcoming and serving all people.

As stewards of God’s creation, we use only 100% recycled paper for our worship bulletins,
which saves trees, reduces solid waste, conserves water, saves energy and reduces emissions
of greenhouse gases. When you are finished with this bulletin, please do your part by
recycling it again.
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