TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
First Lutheran Church, Lynn, MA
October 18, 2020

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus
to accomplish divine purposes.
When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus,
he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him
and to God what belongs to God.
To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God
rather than to any earthly authority.
Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God
and for the sake of the world.

Welcome to worship!
Today we are one congregation, some of us gathered in person and some in spirit. God is alive and
present to all of us no matter where we are, holding us together as one the Body of Christ. We pray for
the day when we can all safely gather in the same place. Until then, we trust that God’s invitation to
this “feast of victory” transcends the spaces between us and welcomes us all in.

We covenant to keep one another safe.
If you are gathered at church today, you have made a mutual promise with your fellow worshippers to
maintain a physical distance of at least six feet, and to wear a mask over your nose and mouth for the
entire time we are together. Please do not remove your mask to speak, no matter how tempted you
might be to do so. Please refrain from handshaking, embracing, and other physical touch.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

Meditation
Joseph Martin
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us come before the throne of God, the mercy seat, with all of our
humanity, open to the peace of promised forgiveness.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Generous and faithful God,
we confess to you all the ways, known and unknown,
that we reject and undermine your steadfast love.
Though you made us your people, we treat strangers with suspicion.
Though you forgave our debts, we collect with interest.
We are quick to pass judgment on others.
Have mercy on us, O God, and remember your promise to us,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

The God of Abraham Praise

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In autumn, our liturgy
comes from Setting
One in Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, our
red hymnal. Traditional
yet bright and fresh, it
was composed in 2005
and has become
quickly beloved
because of its beauty
and ease of singing.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Isaiah 45:1-7
The prophet
announces that Cyrus
the Persian emperor is
the one the Lord has
anointed to end Israel’s
exile. The Lord makes
this choice so that the
whole world will
recognize this Lord as
the only God. Persia
had a god of light and
a god of darkness; the
Lord claims sovereignty
over both light and
darkness.

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand
I have grasped to subdue nations before him and strip kings of their
robes, to open doors before him — and the gates shall not be closed: I
will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the
doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give you the
treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you
may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by
your name. For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I
call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. I
am the LORD, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, so
that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that
there is no one besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. I
form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the
LORD do all these things.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 96
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.

Verses:
1. Sing to the Lord, sing God’s praise, all you peoples; new be your song as
new honors you pay. Sing of God’s majesty, praise God forever, show
God’s salvation from day to day.
2. Tell of God’s wondrous works; tell of God’s glory till through the nations
God’s name
s is revered. Praise and exalt the Lord, God the Almighty,
God over all,
i let the Lord be feared.

s
1
:

3. Vain are the idols and gods of the nations; God made the heav’ns, and
God’s glory they tell. Splendor and majesty shine in God’s presence;
glory and strength in God’s temples dwell.
4. Say to the nations, “The Lord reigns forever.” Earth is established by
God’s mighty hand. Righteous and just is the King of the nations, peace
and goodwill comes to all the land.

SECOND READING
1 Thessalonians
1:1-10
Most likely this letter is
the first written by Paul.
Paul gives pastoral
encouragement and
reassurances to new
Christians living in an
antagonistic
environment. Their
commitment of faith,
love, and hope makes
them a model for other
new Christian
communities.

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to
you and peace.
We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you
in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God,
that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to
you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and
with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved
to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of
the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy
inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has
sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in
every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no
need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us
what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to
God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead — Jesus, who rescues us
from the wrath that is coming.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.
Verse:

GOSPEL
Matthew 22:15-22
After Jesus begins
teaching in the temple,
religious leaders try to
trap him with
questions. First they
ask if God’s people
should pay taxes to an
earthly tyrant like
Caesar.

Shine like stars in the world,
holding fast to the word of life. (Phil. 2:15, 16)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he
said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians,
saying, "Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of
God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you
do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?"
But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why are you putting
me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax."
And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, "Whose head
is this, and whose title?" They answered, "The emperor's." Then he
said to them, "Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the
emperor's, and to God the things that are God's." When they heard
this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY

O God of Every Nation

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

After each petition:

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
As part of our safety
protocols, we will not
be passing the offering
plate. You may place
your offering in the
designated basket, or
give online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

You are great, O God, our __________:
in mercy, receive our prayers.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

GREAT
THANKSGIVING
The presider gives
thanks for God’s
faithfulness in every
time and place and
prays for the Spirit’s
presence in the meal
we share.
You are invited to
open and extend your
arms along with the
pastor as we pray,
signifying our openness
to and dependence on
God.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

…Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, forever and ever.

THE LORD’S
PRAYER

God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO
COMMUNION

Receive what you are: the body of Christ.
May we become what we receive.

The presider
Welcome
continues to
giving
God’s
thanks
table.
for God’s faithfulness in every time and
place and prays for the Spirit’s presence in the meal we share. You are
Today
we will
receive
communion
byarms
individual
households.
invited
to open
and
extend your
along with
the pastor as we pray,
Please
remain
at
least
six
feet
apart
as
you
come
signifying our openness to and dependence onforward.
God.
Please sanitize your hands using your own sanitizer or at the station provided.

…Foryou
as reach
often the
as we
eatyou
of may
this remove
bread and
When
altar,
yourdrink
mask.from this cup,
Stretch
your hands
to receive
theuntil
breadhe
and
consume it.
we out
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the Lord’s
death
comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Then take a pre-filled cup of juice from the tray.
Please step away from the tray before opening and consuming the cup.
him,
with
him,
and
in back
him, on
in the
unity
of the to
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Place the used cup into…Through
the container,
and
place
your
mask
before
returning
yourSpirit,
seat.

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, forever and ever.

For those at home: You are a part of this celebration! You are united to Jesus in the sacrifice of his
body and blood, which we receive by faith. You are also one with the whole body of Christ in prayer
and thanksgiving for this gift. In remembrance of this, you are invited to join in the
prayer that appears on your screen.
If you cannot come to church today and would like to receive communion during the week, please
e-mail me at pastor@flclynn.org or call or text 978-395-1390 so we can make an appointment.

LAMB OF GOD
To call Jesus the “lamb
of God” is to identify
him with the Passover
lamb in the Jewish
scriptures. In ancient
temple worship, the
lamb symbolically bore
the sins of the people
in sacrifice, and was
then shared as a sign
of God’s forgiveness.
In Holy Communion,
we feast on the
presence of Christ,
who has freed us from
sin and death.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
BLESSING
You Servants of God

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
Meditation on YIGDAL
John Carter

Joseph: A Story of Resilience
Thank you to everyone who signed up for our fall book group on
resilience through the lens of Joseph's story in the Bible! The time
that worked for the most people who responded to the survey was
to meet was Wednesday evenings at 7 PM.
We will gather for three sessions, October 14, 21, and 28 on
Zoom to discuss the book. Even if this is not your ideal or
preferred time, we hope that for three sessions it will work. If there
is interest, we could also add a one-time weekend option of
Saturday or Sunday afternoon.
The book is available from Amazon and Barnes and Noble in
paperback or as an e-Book, or at your favorite local bookstore.

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
At 12:00 PM (or shortly after worship concludes) you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack
and join us on Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use
video chat, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may
need to install a free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 2056099 and enter meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will
allow us to check in!

Music notes
The postlude for today is based our gathering hymn, The God of Abraham Praise. The name of
the hymn tune as well as the text of the hymn are based on the Yigdal, a Jewish Doxology used
as an antiphonal song at close of services on the eve of the Sabbath or at festivals. Moses
Maimonides (1130-1205) wrote the original words, which were set in metrical verse by Daniel
ben Judah two centuries later. The Yigdal is based on Daniel 7 and embodies the thirteen
cardinal principles of the Jewish faith. The Hebrew traditional melody to which it is sung was
first adapted for use in the Christian church by Thomas Olivers (1725-1799), a Wesleyan
preacher from Wales after he heard it sung at a synagogue in London, England. In some hymnals,
this melody is also named Leoni after Meyer Lyon, the cantor at Duke’s Place synagogue, who
helped Thomas Olivers transcribe it for use in Christian worship. Meyer Lyon (1751-1797), a
Jewish cantor, began a promising career as an opera singer in London but was ultimately
unsuccessful, partly because of his reluctance to perform on the Jewish Sabbath and other
religious occasions. In 1787, Lyon moved to Kingston, Jamaica, to serve a new synagogue and
remained there the rest of his life.
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We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation,
welcoming and serving all people.

As stewards of God’s creation, we use only 100% recycled paper for our worship bulletins,
which saves trees, reduces solid waste, conserves water, saves energy and reduces emissions
of greenhouse gases. When you are finished with this bulletin, please do your part by
recycling it again.
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