TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
First Lutheran Church, Lynn, MA
November 8, 2020

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters.
Paul urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord.
Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids.
Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place,
we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life
and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Meditation on HAF TRONES LAMPA FÄRDIG
Anne Krentz Organ

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, let us turn again to God,
confessing the truth about ourselves.
Silence is kept for reflection.

O God, our merciful redeemer,
we confess the ways we live only for ourselves.
We fail to see you in our neighbor’s face.
We turn our ears from voices that cry out.
We pass by the hungry and the oppressed.
In your great mercy, forgive our sin
and strengthen us for service to all in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Praise to the Lord

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In autumn, our liturgy
comes from Setting
One in Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, our
red hymnal. Traditional
yet bright and fresh, it
was composed in 2005
and has become
quickly beloved
because of its beauty
and ease of singing.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Amos 5:18-24
In the days of Amos,
people thought that the
day of the LORD
would be a time of
great victory, but Amos
announced that it
would be a day of
darkness, not light. He
said liturgy is no
substitute for
obedience. The LORD
demands justice and
righteousness in the
community.

Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you
want the day of the LORD? It is darkness, not light; as if someone fled
from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the house and rested
a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. Is not the day of
the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it?
I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your
solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and
grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being
of your fatted animals I will not look upon. Take away from me the
noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But
let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 70
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.

Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me;
O LORD, make | haste to help me.
Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back
and | be disgraced.
Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat | over me
turn back because | of their shame.
Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever,
"Great | issthe LORD!"

i
But as for me, sI am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God.
1 helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry.
You are my
:
1

SECOND READING
1 Thessalonians
4:13-18
Some of the
Thessalonians are
worried that dead
Christians will be
excluded from the
resurrection to eternal
life when Christ comes
again. Paul reassures
them with the word of
hope that all
Christians, living or
dead, will be raised
into everlasting life
with Christ.

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters,
about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do
who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who
have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no
means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry
of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the
clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will
be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these
words.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.
Today we use a hymn
by Martin Luther from
the time of the
Reformation, praying
for steadfastness in the
promises of God’s
word.

Verse:

Keep awake and be ready,
For you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
(Matt. 24:42, 44)

GOSPEL
Matthew 25:1-13
Jesus tells a parable
about his own second
coming, emphasizing
the need for readiness
at all times.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples: Then the kingdom of heaven will be
like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took
flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of
them became drowsy and slept.
But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' Then all those bridesmaids got
up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' But the wise replied,
'No! There will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to
the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' And while they went to buy
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him
into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other
bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' But he
replied, 'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' Keep awake therefore,
for you know neither the day nor the hour.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

NICENE CREED

Rejoice, Rejoice Believers

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
After each petition:

Be pleased, O God, to deliver us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
As we pray, we sing this refrain:

PEACE

PEACE

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Your Hands, O Lord, In Days of Old
Carson Cooman
Your hands, O Lord, in days of old were strong to heal and save;
They triumphed over pain and death, o’er darkness and the grave.
To you they went, the blind, the mute, the palsied and the lame,
The leper set apart and shunned, the sick and those in shame.
And then then your touch brought life and health,
gave speech and strength and sight;
And youth renewed, with health restored, claimed you, the Lord of light.
And so, O Lord, be near to bless, almighty now as then,
In every street, in every home, in every troubled heart.
O be our mighty healer still, O Lord of life and death;
Restore and strengthen, soothe and bless with your almighty breath.
On hands that work and eyes that see, your healing wisdom pour,
That whole and sick and weak and strong may praise you evermore.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING
Blessed Assurance

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Be at peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
Voluntary in D Minor
Samuel Long

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
At 11:30 AM (or shortly after worship concludes) you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack
and join us on Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use
video chat, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may
need to install a free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 2056099 and enter meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will
allow us to check in!

Thanksgiving Donate-a-Dinner
For many years our congregation has had a tradition of collecting donations
of food and gift cards for Greater Lynn Senior Services so that elderly
families in need can have a Thanksgiving meal with all of the trimmings.
This year because of health precautions, GLSS has asked that we
collect gift cards only so that families can purchase their own
food.
This year, Steve Oman secured a Thrivent Action Team grant of $250
which should cover the cost of the turkeys. Additional cash or check donations will then be used to purchase gift
cards for the rest of the items.

If you would like to make a contribution, please send a check with "Thanksgiving Dinners" in
the memo or cash to the church office by Friday, November 20.

Music notes
Today’s prelude, written by the contemporary American composer Anne Krentz Organ, is based on
the melody of our hymn of the day. This hymn tune, originally a Swedish folk melody, is named HAF
TRONES LAMPA FÄRDIG after the first phrase of the hymn text (Keep your trimmed lamps ready) in the
original language. The postlude was written by the English organist Samuel Long, about whom little is
known, save for the fact that he died in 1760 and that he was employed by the parish of St Peter le
Poer, a church that was founded during the 12th century. Similar to the German organ music of the
time, English organ music was very much grounded in theory, like this piece, which is a fairly strict
fugue.
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