TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
First Lutheran Church, Lynn, MA
November 15, 2020

Our readings during November speak of the end times.
Jesus tells the parable of the talents,
calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time,
for the greater and common good.
In a world filled with violence and despair,
we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—
eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several months, but we will be back
together one day. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Meditation on HOUSTON
Gregory Hamilton

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, let us turn again to God,
confessing the truth about ourselves.
Silence is kept for reflection.

O God, our merciful redeemer,
we confess the ways we live only for ourselves.
We fail to see you in our neighbor’s face.
We turn our ears from voices that cry out.
We pass by the hungry and the oppressed.
In your great mercy, forgive our sin
and strengthen us for service to all in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Let Streams of Living Justice

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In autumn, our liturgy
comes from Setting
One in Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, our
red hymnal. Traditional
yet bright and fresh, it
was composed in 2005
and has become
quickly beloved
because of its beauty
and ease of singing.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
Zephaniah 1:7, 1213, 18
Zephaniah (like the
prophet Amos in last
week’s first reading)
presents the day of the
Lord as one of
judgment and wrath.
Descriptions of the last
day in the New
Testament include
details taken from Old
Testament accounts of
the day of the Lord.

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at
hand; the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his
guests. At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will
punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who
say in their hearts, "The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm."
Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though
they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant
vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. Neither their silver
nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD; in the
fire of his passion.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 90
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.

1. Lord, you have been our dwelling place from past to coming age the
same; the mountains rise to greet your face, the earth proclaims the
Maker’s name.
2. Each generation fades as grass, and flesh as dust returns to sod; a
thousand years spent here below are but as yesterday to you.
3. Teach us to measure all our days, that wisdom may our purpose be;
each moment guide with righteousness, and fill with fervent praise to
you.
4. Our mornings may you fill with love, and show your grace when day is
past; thatsall our life may favor find, till we shall be with you at last.
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SECOND READING
1 Thessalonians 5:111
Though we do not
know and cannot
calculate the day of
Christ’s return, we live
faithfully in the here
and now as we
anticipate the day
when we will be given
eternal salvation
through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and
sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. For you
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night. When they say, "There is peace and security," then
sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are
not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all
children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of
darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep
awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those
who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let
us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a
helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath
but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for
us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed
you are doing.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.
Verse:

Abide in me as I abide in you;
those who abide in me bear much fruit. (John 15:4, 5)

GOSPEL
Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus tells a parable
about his second
coming, indicating that
it is not sufficient
merely to maintain
things as they are.
Those who await his
return should make
good use of the gifts
that God has provided
them.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples: For it is as if a man, going on a
journey, summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them; to
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had
received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and
made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two
talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one
talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s
money.
After a long time the master of those servants came and settled
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents
came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed
over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.' His master
said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy servant; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.' And the one with the two talents
also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two
talents; see, I have made two more talents.' His master said to him,
'Well done, good and trustworthy servant; you have been trustworthy
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.'
Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping
where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed;
so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here
you have what is yours.' But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy
servant! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and
gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my
money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received
what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give
it to the one with the ten talents. As for this worthless servant, throw
him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY

NICENE CREED

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
After each petition:

O God, you are ________________:
Hear us and help us.
As we pray, we sing this refrain:

Kyrie eleison = Lord, have mercy

PEACE

PEACE

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Prayer
Ludwig van Beethoven
O Lord, your goodness reaches far, as high as clouds are soaring;
Your tender mercies crown our days, our lives with peace restoring.
Lord God, my rock, my fortress strong,
to you my love, my prayers belong
As now I kneel before you!

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

BLESSING
As Saints of Old

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Be at peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
Chorale Prelude on HOUSTON
Wayne Wold

Join us for virtual coffee hour!
At 11:30 AM (or shortly after worship concludes) you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack
and join us on Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use
video chat, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may
need to install a free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 2056099 and enter meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will
allow us to check in!

Thanksgiving Donate-a-Dinner
For many years our congregation has had a tradition of collecting donations
of food and gift cards for Greater Lynn Senior Services so that elderly
families in need can have a Thanksgiving meal with all of the trimmings.
This year because of health precautions, GLSS has asked that we
collect gift cards only so that families can purchase their own
food.
This year, Steve Oman secured a Thrivent Action Team grant of $250
which should cover the cost of the turkeys. Additional cash or check donations will then be used to purchase gift
cards for the rest of the items.

If you would like to make a contribution, please send a check with "Thanksgiving Dinners" in
the memo or cash to the church office by Friday, November 20.

Music notes
Today’s prelude and postlude are both based on the melody of our hymn, I Want to Walk as a Child of
the Light. In most of our hymns the melody and the text are written by different people, most often a
composer and poet. While sometimes these two individuals will work in collaboration with each
other, most of the time a poet will write a hymn with a particular tune in mind, or the composer will
write a tune to accompany a particular text. In a very small number of examples, such as today’s hymn,
the text and tune will be written by the same person, in this case, Kathleen Thomerson, the organist
and Music Director at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in Austin, Texas.
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recycling it again.
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