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It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world?
In the parable of the wheat and the weeds
Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest.
With Paul, we long for the day that all creation
will be set free from bondage and suffering.
Having both weeds and wheat within us,
we humbly place our hope in the promises of God,
and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several weeks, but we will be back
together soon. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

Chorale Prelude on BUNESSAN
John Behnke
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Merciful God,
your creatures cry—creation groans—but we turn away.
We surround ourselves with noise.
We are quick to excuse ourselves from responsibility.
It is hard to imagine that we might make a difference.
Life-giving God, wash us clean.
Restore our imaginations and our hearts.
Let your courage and compassion flow through our veins
until we love with abandon
and our hands reach out in blessing. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In the summer, our
liturgy comes from
Now the Feast and
Celebration, a
contemporary and
easily singable setting
by Marty Haugen.
This canticle draws
from the imagery of
God’s victory over sin
and death in the book
of Revelation.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song
FIRST READING
Isaiah 44:6-8
There are no other
gods besides God: the
word of the Lord does
not fail to come to
pass. We can trust in
God, through whom
Israel—and we—are
redeemed.

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the
LORD of hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no
god. Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from
of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and
declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There
is no other rock; I know not one.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 86
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The choir
sings the verses.
1. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you.
Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer, and attend to my voice in supplication,
my voice in supplication.
2. All the nations you have made shall come; they will bow down before
you, O Lord,
A and glorify your name, for you are great and do marvelous
deeds, youc who alone are God.
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3. But you, Oi God, are compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, O Lord,
abundant in mercy and fidelity; turn and take pity on me. O give your
l
strength to your servant.
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SECOND READING
Romans 8:12-25
For Paul, true
spirituality means that
we experience the
reality of the Spirit,
which enables us to
pray as God’s children,
keeps us in solidarity
with creation, and
gives us unseen hope
that God will liberate
us and creation from
bondage to death and
decay.

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to
live according to the flesh — for if you live according to the flesh, you
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you
will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is
that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ — if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified
with him.
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will
of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set
free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory
of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been
groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.

GOSPEL
Matthew 13:24-30
Jesus tells a parable
about the coexistence
of good and evil in this
world. God’s judgment
will remove all
evildoers and causes of
sin, but not until the
end of human history.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: "The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his
field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not
sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come
from?' He answered, 'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to him,
'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But he replied, 'No; for
in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.
Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'"
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Praise and Thanksgiving

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION and
THE LORD’S
PRAYER

PEACE

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
After each petition:

O God, teach us your way:
you are full of compassion.

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Lord, You Have Searched Me
Robert Hobby
Lord, you have searched me out and known me!
You know my sitting down and my rising up.
Lord, you have searched me out and known me!
You discern my thoughts from afar.
You trace my journeys and my resting places,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Indeed, there is not a word from my lips,
but you, O Lord, know it all together.
Such knowledge is too wonderful from me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.
Where can I go then from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence?
Lord, you have searched me out and known me!
You know my sitting down, and my rising up.
Lord, you have searched me out and known me!
You discern my thoughts from afar.
If I climb to heaven, you are there!
If I make the grave my bed, you are there also!
If I take the wings of the morning and dwell at the ends of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me,
And your right hand shall hold me fast.
In your book were written all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.
Lord, you have searched me out and known me!
You know my sitting down and my rising up.
Lord, you have searched me out and known me!
You discern my thoughts from afar.
Search me, O God, and know my heart,
and lead me in the way everlasting.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
BLESSING
For the Fruit of All Creation

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Be at peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
Meditation on AR HYD Y NOS
Larry Shackley

No Outdoor Worship this Sunday
The National Weather Service has issued a Heat
Advisory for this Sunday with the heat index
expected to reach 102 degrees. This creates a
danger for fainting, dehydration, and other heat
related illnesses, particularly among the elderly.
During a Heat Advisory, people are urged to stay
in air-conditioned spaces and avoid exposure to the
sun. Therefore we will not be having our outdoor service of Holy Communion and
Fellowship this Sunday.
We hope to be able to have our midweek service on Wednesday at 6:30 PM if the rain holds off. Stay
tuned for more information!

Join us for virtual coffee hour instead!
Following worship at 11:30 AM, you are invited to grab a cup of coffee and a snack and join us on
Zoom for a virtual coffee hour! If your computer has a camera and you’d like to use video chat, go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484060366 and follow the instructions. You may need to install a
free piece of software. If you would like to call in on your phone, dial (929) 205-6099 and enter
meeting ID 884 8406 0366. It won’t be as good as the Fireside Room, but it will allow us to check in!

Midweek Worship this Wednesday at 6:30 PM
Weather permitting, we will gather this Wednesday evening for an
informal worship service at 6:30 PM outside in the fenced-in area.
This service will be like those in past summers when we gathered
in various places around the city. We will hear scripture, reflect on
it together instead of hear a traditional sermon, pray for each
other’s needs, and share in Holy Communion.
This Wednesday, July 22, is the festival of St. Mary Magdalene,
the “apostle to the apostles.” Mary was the first to see the risen
Lord on Easter Sunday and shared the good news with the others.
Before that she was a devoted disciple of Jesus, as so many faithful
women were.

Music notes
Today’s prelude is based on the melody of our gathering hymn, Praise and Thanksgiving. Although the
composer of this melody is not known, BUNESSAN is a traditional Gaelic melody named after a town in
Scotland on the Isle of Mull. his town is the birthplace of Mary MacDonald, the author of the
Christmas carol Child in the Manger, the first hymn known to be paired with this tune. This pairing
first appeared in Songs and Hymns of the Gael, a collection of Gaelic hymns published in 1888. Since its
first publication, the melody has been paired with several different texts, including Morning Has Broken,
a combination popularized by the singer Cat Stevens (Yusuf Islam) who recorded an arrangement in
1971. The postlude is based on the melody of the sending hymn and was written by Larry Shackley, a
contemporary American composer.
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