NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Service of the Word
First Lutheran Church, Lynn, MA
August 2, 2020

In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty
to receive food and drink without cost.
Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God.
At the eucharistic table we remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today.
As we share the bread of life,
we are sent forth to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

We will get through this.
This is temporary. This is not the “new normal.” This may last several weeks, but we will be back
together soon. We are blessed to be living in a time with technology that allows us to gather in this
way. For that we can rejoice!

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS

Meditation on NETTLETON
Joseph Martin
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
God of compassion,
We have wrestled all night with worry instead of resting in you.
We have bragged about our own goodness
instead of awakening to yours.
We have turned away those hungry for your help
instead of trusting you and feeding them
from your limitless supply of blessings.
Forgive us, heal us, and help us to hold on to you.
We call upon you, for you will answer us, O God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

GREETING

CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
In the summer, our
liturgy comes from
Now the Feast and
Celebration, a
contemporary and
easily singable setting
by Marty Haugen.
This canticle draws
from the imagery of
God’s victory over sin
and death in the book
of Revelation.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song
FIRST READING
Isaiah 55:1-5
God invites Israel to a
great feast at which
both food and drink
are free. God also
promises to make an
everlasting covenant
with all peoples, with
promises that
previously had been
limited to Israel. As
David was a witness to
the nations, these
nations shall now
acknowledge the ways
in which God has
glorified Israel.

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have
no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in
rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may
live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure
love for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and
commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not
know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of
the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM
Psalm 145
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The choir
sings the verses.

1. The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger, abounding in
mercy. How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all his creatures.
2. The eyes of all look to you, and you give them tier food in due season.
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of ev’ry living thing.
3. The Lord is just in all his ways, and holy in all his deeds. The Lord is
close to all who call him, who call on him in truth.

SECOND READING
Romans 9:1-5
This begins a new
section in Paul’s letter
in which he will deal
with the place of Israel
in God’s saving plan.
He opens by
highlighting how
Israel’s heritage and
legacy include being
God’s children, having
God’s covenants, being
given God’s law,
participating in worship
of God, and receiving
divine promises.

I am speaking the truth in Christ — I am not lying; my
conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit — I have great sorrow and
unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were
accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my
kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong
the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the
worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from
them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God
blessed forever. Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.

GOSPEL
Matthew 14:13-21
After John the Baptist is
murdered, Jesus
desires a time of
solitude. Still, his
compassion for others
will not allow him to
dismiss those who
need him, and he is
moved to perform one
of his greatest miracles.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now when Jesus heard that John the Baptist had been killed, he
withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But
when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns.
When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion
for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came
to him and said, "This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late;
send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy
food for themselves." Jesus said to them, "They need not go away; you
give them something to eat." They replied, "We have nothing here but
five loaves and two fish." And he said, "Bring them here to me." Then
he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to
the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left
over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were
about five thousand men, besides women and children.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION and
THE LORD’S
PRAYER

With the whole church let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Throughout our prayer we sing this refrain:

After each petition:

Lord, you are good to all:
hear our cry and save us.

PEACE
Bread of the World
John Abdenour

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Bread of the world, in mercy broken,
wine of the soul in mercy shed,
By whom the worlds of life were spoken,
and in whose death our sins are dead.
Look on the heart, by sorrow broken,
look on the tears by sinners shed;
And by they feast to us the token
that by thy grace our souls are fed.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world
BLESSING
SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

Be at peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
Chorale Prelude on CWM RHONDDA
Paul Manz

Outdoor Holy Communion and Fellowship
Today at 12:00 PM
Many of you (thank you!) took part in a recent survey around your
comfort level in returning to some sort of in-person worship
gathering, bearing in mind that any such gathering would not look or
feel exactly as it did before, at least for the time being. Restrictions on
where and how we gather will remain in place so long as this virus is
part of our reality. About 2/3 of you indicated a desire to have inperson worship, even with those restrictions, while about 1/3 are
more comfortable continuing to worship from home. There are also
some of you who very much want to come back to church, but are
not able to because of age or underlying health conditions.
Our goal as church leaders is to make worship available to everyone, whether we are gathered
physically or virtually. Because of the progress being made in Massachusetts with regard to the
coronavirus, and with the commonwealth now in Phase 3 of re-opening, we will begin offering an
opportunity to gather outdoors for worship beginning today.
Our online Service of the Word will continue unchanged. All of you are invited to participate
in this service on YouTube on Sunday morning. Then, at 12:00 Noon, you are invited to come to the
fenced-in outdoor area near the driveway at church for the Holy Communion liturgy lasting about 15
minutes. You should bring your own lawn chair for this service, and space yourself at least six feet
from other households. You must also wear a mask or face covering at all times, except when
receiving communion. Special precautions will be in place for a safer preparation and distribution of
the bread and cup, including only a single set of gloved hands coming into contact with them. After the
service, you will be able to enjoy fellowship time with the others gathered, again remaining outside and
maintaining physical distance of six feet.
We ask that you sign up at www.flc-lynn.org/gather you plan to attend this service – both as a
way of ensuring a safe crowd size, and for the purpose of contact tracing in the event that anyone does
become sick.
And as always, if you have any symptoms of COVID-19, have been in contact with someone who has
in the last 14 days, or if you yourself are at a greater risk for complications, you are urged to stay
home for the safety of your church family.
We hope that this temporary solution will help alleviate two of the most urgent needs of the
congregation right now: to see each other in person, and to receive communion, while also allowing
those who cannot physically gather to still participate online.

Music notes
The prelude for today, written by the contemporary American composer Joseph Martin, is based on
NETTLETON, the melody of our sending hymn. Although it is not known conclusively who composed
this melody, its name is a tribute to Asahel Nettleton (1783 – 1844), a well-known preacher during
the early nineteenth century who, on occasion, has been credited as the composer of the melody.
While Nettleton did write and publish a volume of hymn texts, there no evidence that he ever
composed a melody or was capable of doing so. The postlude, written by Paul Manz, is based on the
melody of our Hymn of the Day, Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer. The name of this hymn tune, CWM
RHONDDA, is a Welsh phrase referring to The Rhondda valley, through which the river Rhondda flows
in Wales. Though it has been used with several different texts, this tune was written by John Hughes
(1873-1932) for the dedication of the organ at Chapel Rhondda in 1907 to accompany the text we are
singing today. The hymn text was written by William Williams (1717 – 1791), originally in Welsh.
Williams, sometimes referred to as the Isaac Watts (a prolific hymn writer) of Wales, travelled
throughout Wales preaching and writing hymns, mostly in Welsh. In many cases he also was
responsible for translating the hymns into English.
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