TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
First Lutheran Church, Lynn, MA
February 14, 2021

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism
and end with three disciples’ vision of his transfiguration.
In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism,
apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven.
But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved.
As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face,
because the same God who created light in the first place
has shone in our hearts to give us that vision.
The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism
and shines in us also for others to see.

Welcome to worship!
Yes, this is worship! It is not the way any of us want it to be, but God is alive and present in this virtual
gathering. God’s work will still speak to us through the Holy Spirit, and we are still the Body of Christ,
joined together in a fellowship of love, even if it is not in person.

Create a sacred space in your home.
Light a candle. Pour yourself a warm beverage. Welcome the presence of God into your dwelling. Set
aside this time for worship as if you were in church. Put away the cell phone (unless you are watching
on your cell phone!) Adopt a posture of prayer that works for you.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
Chorale Prelude on DEO GRACIAS
Aaron David Miller

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND
FORGIVENESS
We begin our worship
by freeing ourselves
from the baggage we
have carried around
this week.
It is liberating to admit
that we are not perfect
people, and to know
that we have a God
who loves and accepts
us unconditionally.

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,
you search us and know us.
You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.
We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone.
Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.

The minister announces God’s forgiveness, to which the assembly responds:

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair

GREETING
CANTICLE OF
PRAISE
During the seasons of
Christmas and
Epiphany, our canticle
of praise is the song of
the angels from Luke’s
gospel on the first
Christmas night:
“Glory to God in the
highest, and peace to
God’s people on
earth!”

PRAYER OF THE
DAY

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the
mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and
illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

FIRST READING
2 Kings 2:1-12
Today’s reading centers
on the transfer of
power and authority
from the prophet Elijah
to Elisha. Their travels,
which retrace the path
of Joshua back to
Moab (the place where
Moses died) and the
parting of the waters,
demonstrate that Elisha
and Elijah are
legitimate successors of
the great prophet
Moses.

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by
a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah
said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.”
But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not
leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets
who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you
know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And
he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me
to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I
will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company of
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him,
“Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from
you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to
the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I
will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the
company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from
them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to
the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry
ground.
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I
may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let
me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it
will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued walking and
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them,
and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching
and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his
own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Psalm 50
The psalms were the
original prayer book of
God’s people and
capture the full gamut
of human emotion.
The cantors sing the
refrain, which is
repeated by the
assembly. The cantors
sing the verses.

SECOND READING
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
The spotlight of
Christian ministry is not
on the people who
carry out ministry but
on the Lord Jesus
Christ. Just as God
made light shine at
creation, God makes
the light of Jesus Christ
shine in our lives
through Christian
ministry.

The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting.
Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty,
God shines | forth in glory.
Repeat refrain
Our God will come and will | not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm.
God calls the heavens and the earth | from above
to witness the judgment | of the people.
"Gather before me my | loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me
and sealed | it with sacrifice."
The heavens declare the rightness | of God's cause,
for it is God | who is judge.
Repeat refrain

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are
perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of
the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
slaves for Jesus' sake. For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of
darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION
We stand to welcome
Christ, the living word
of God, in the gospel
reading.

Verse:

GOSPEL
Mark 9:2-9
Mark’s gospel presents
the transfiguration as a
preview of what would
become apparent to
Jesus’ followers after he
rose from the dead.
Confused disciples are
given a vision of God’s
glory manifest in the
beloved Son.

Father, we praise you as Lord, all of the earth gives you worship,
for your majesty fills the heavens, fills the earth!

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and
led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said
to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." He did not
know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the
Beloved listen to him!" Suddenly when they looked around, they saw
no one with them anymore, but only Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell
no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen
from the dead.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
We stand to proclaim
the word of God in
song.
This new hymn comes
from the new ELCA
hymnal supplement All
Creation Sings, which
we will begin
introducing this year.
Read more about in
this year’s Annual
Report!

Dazzling Presence on the Mountain

APOSTLES CREED
The word “creed”
comes from the Latin
credo which simply
means “I believe.”
By professing our faith
with these ecumenical
words, we are one
with Christians all
around the world, no
matter what else might
divide us.

PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

Together beholding the light of Christ, let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
After each petition:

Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.
As we pray, we sing this refrain:

PEACE

OFFERTORY
You are invited to
make your offering
online at
www.flc-lynn.org/give
or by mail. Please
continue to give during
this time to support the
ongoing ministry of our
congregation.

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Fred Gramann
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.
King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture, in the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful his own self for heav’nly food.
Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day,
That the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.
At his feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry:
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High!

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission for the world

FAREWELL TO THE
ALLELUIA

We are an Easter people.
And Alleluia is our song!

On the final Sunday
before Lent, we bid a
ritual farewell to the
“alleluia,” our most
joyful word of praise.
We fast from using this
word in worship
during the forty days
of Lent so that we can
sing it with renewed
passion at Easter.

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven. A time to be born and a time to die.
A time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted.
A time to break down and a time to build up.
A time to weep and a time to laugh.
A time to mourn and a time to dance.
A time to keep silence and a time to speak.
As we prepare to begin our Lenten journey and turn our eyes toward
the cross, we say farewell to the Alleluia, our song of highest praise.
We shall sing it again with joy when the day of resurrection comes!

BLESSING
CHORAL
ANTIPHON

Alleluia, alleluia. Enclose and seal up the word, alleluia, alleluia.
Let it remain in the secret of your heart, alleluia, alleluia,
until the appointed time.
You shall say it with great joy when that day comes.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Alleluia, Song of Gladness

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

Be at peace. Shine with the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God
Agincourt Hymn
John Dunstable

Be the Bridge: Pursuing God's Heart for Racial Reconciliation
Lenten Conversation Series -- Coming Wednesday nights in February
Lent is a season of repentance, healing, and moving toward
reconciliation. It's a time to examine our relationships with God
and with our neighbor, particularly where there is conflict, hurt,
or misunderstanding. This year we will read Latasha Morrison's
award-winning book Be the Bridge: Pursuing God's Heart for
Racial Reconciliation as a congregation.
Morrison is a speaker, author, reconciler, bridge-builder and
leader, committed to educating people on cultural intelligence
and racial literacy. Her book explores the topics of racism and
racial justice through the lens of the gospel. She brings together
both sociologists and theologians to help Christians approach the
topic not from a purely academic or theoretical standpoint, but
by engaging Biblical themes such as humility, lament, confession,
and forgiveness.

We will gather on four Wednesday evenings in Lent
(3/3, 3/10, 3/17, and 3/24) at 7:00 PM, prior to our
service of Evening Prayer.
This is a change from last week's e-mail, which listed a time that
conflicts with our Dress a Girl Around the World group which
meets on Zoom Sunday afternoons.
The book is available as a paperback or as e-Book, such as Kindle.
From the publisher:
In an era where we seem to be increasingly divided along racial lines, many are hesitant to step into the
gap, fearful of saying or doing the wrong thing. At times the silence, particularly within the church,
seems deafening.
But change begins with an honest conversation among a group of Christians willing to give a voice to
unspoken hurts, hidden fears, and mounting tensions. These ongoing dialogues have formed the
foundation of a global movement called Be the Bridge—a nonprofit organization whose goal is to equip
the church to have a distinctive and transformative response to racism and racial division.
Along with prayers, discussion questions, and other resources to enhance group engagement, Be the
Bridge presents a compelling vision of what it means for every follower of Jesus to become a bridge
builder—committed to pursuing justice and racial unity in light of the gospel.

RSVP for the book group at www.flc-lynn.org/signup

All voting members are encouraged to join us for our Virtual Annual Congregational
Meeting on TODAY at 11:45 AM on Zoom!
If you are looking at this bulletin on your computer, click the following link at 11:45 to be
connected: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89391550809
You can also open this week’s e-mail and click the button there to be connected. A link to the
Annual Report is also there.
To connect by phone, dial 1-929-205-6099. When prompted, enter the meeting code 893 9155
0809 followed by the # key.
MUSIC NOTES
Both the prelude and postlude for today are based on the melody of today’s gathering hymn, Oh,
Wondrous Image, Vision Fair. This melody was written during the 15th century (most likely by
John Dunstable) to accompany a hymn thanking God for the English victory over the French in
the Battle of Agincourt (October 25, 1415) during the Hundred Years’ War. The name of the
hymn tune, DEO GRACIAS, can be translated as “Thanks be to God.” The prelude was written by
Aaron David Miller (b. 1972), an American organist and composer. The postlude was written by
John Dunstable (c. 1390 – 1453), and English composer who was one of the most well regarded
and well-known composers during the 15th century and is considered one of the most influential
of all English composers. Dunstable is one of the composers that bridges the gap between the
Medieval and Renaissance periods of music history.
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